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From Sorrow to Hope 


by Marvin E. Smith 


ORROW is natural at the time our loved ones 
die, even though we claim faith in the power 
of God to look after his children beyond this world. 


When death comes, we recognize the broken re- 
lationships, the adjustments forced upon those 
left behind, the talents that no longer can be em- 
ployed. We are not being disloyal to our faith 
to admit that we feel like crying when the family 
circle is broken. 

The faith a Christian should live by is a faith 
in the rightness of the end of life. That kind of 
a faith does not call for us to convince ourselves 
that the deceased is better off than when living 
because he is still consciously alive but in another 
world. 


While it may be true that the glory the Chris- 
tian dead enjoy is beyond our power to imagine, 
one cannot expect a person shattered with grief 
merely to forget the separation death forces and 
be pleased that the deceased has entered the place 
of “no tears, no pain, no crying.” 

That first Easter when the angel met the women 
in the garden and told them that their Lord “.. . 
is not here; for he has risen... ,” they departed 
from the tomb with fear and great joy. Indeed 
it is “good news” that the sin of men did not win 
on Calvary, and that God looks after those who 
are devoted to him in the mysterious unknown 
we call death. 


However, even the disciples were lonely in the 
days after the resurrection. They knew both sor- 
row and hope. They could face the facts of sepa- 
ration from their Friend and Master with steady 
confidence in the rightness of love since they were 
sure that the ultimate meaning of life had been 
demonstrated in the life and ministry of Christ. 

The Easter event “opens our eyes” to the very 
secret of life. It is God who is the source of our 
life. It was God’s power that continued to make 
itself known in Christ and even raised him so that 
he was not buried in nothingness. His disciples 
knew he was alive. This event makes us see our- 
selves and who we are as no other event of his- 
tory. Because of the resurrection we can be re- 
sponsive to the natural impulses of sorrow and 
yet steadied and confident by the hope resulting 
from our faith. 





Marvin E. Smith is a vice-president of the Christian 
Board of Publication and director of the church school 
literature division. 
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by Robert W. Burns 


The angel said, “Do not be 
afraid; for I know that you seek 
Jesus who was crucified. He is 
not here; for he has risen as he 
said. Come see the place where 
he lay.”—MATTHEW 28:5-6, 


HE final chapter of all four 

of the Gospels contains the 
record of the resurrection of 
Christ. Each of the writers af- 
firmed the fact. All of them to- 
gether so fit into one another in 
their report of the incidents of 
that day that we have as com- 
plete a record as we need. All 
that is necessary concerning the 
facts of the day, we know. 

Why did Christ rise from the 
tomb? How may we understand 
the necessity of the resurrection? 
What was the purpose of God in 
bringing forth from the dead his 
Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ? 

You cannot understand the res- 
urrection unless you understand 
a little also of the crucifixion. 
One of the reasons why Jesus 
died was that by his death on 
the cross his own personality 
was enriched and strengthened. 
The cross made a difference to 
Christ. Christ was perfected 
through pain. He is our Savior 
because he suffered. Without 





A sermon in Peachtree Christian 
Church, Atlanta, Georgia, by Robert 
W. Burns, minister. 


MARCH 29, 1959 


Why Did 
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the cross there never could have 
been a crown. Without the 
thorns there never would have 
been a_ throne. Christ, our 
Savior, is such because he suf- 
fered. The depths of the mean- 
ing of the crucifixion cannot be 
grasped until you see it in the 
way it looked to Christ and what 
it meant to him. 

That is not all. Jesus died be- 
cause by his resurrection all the 
generations would be drawn to- 
gether. Here was the Kingdom 
of God established in a new and 
different sense. On Calvary God 
did something that he could not 
do in any other way. Even God 
himself had to show us on a 
cross the truth about himself— 
that he is perpetually giving of 
himself in limitless love. 

To Christ, his death was the 
means by which a new covenant 
was established with all man- 
kind, stretching over all the cen- 
turies, including all races and all 
tongues. This, in brief, is a sum- 
mary of what uniquely was done 
by the crucifixion. Without the 
shedding of blood there would 
have been no remission of our 
sins. The cross was necessary. 

We need to go on and see how 
necessary also was the resurrec- 
tion because without the resur- 
rection the cross would have 
been a failure. Without the 


Rise? 


empty tomb the cross of Christ 
would have been the sign of his 
final defeat. 

Let us begin by recognizing 
that the disciples were convinced 
that their old friend had ap- 
peared to them again. This is 
the supreme fact of all the stories 
of the first Easter. The resur- 
rection of our Lord will always 
have vaster meanings round it 
than our little minds can com- 
prehend. Even if we knew all the 
facts, it would still be surpassing 
strange that in the long ago the 
Son of Man who died on Calvary, 
rose to walk in the garden of 
Joseph. 

The resurrection was a revela- 
tion. Its central purpose was to 
make unforgettably clear to all 
what otherwise they could only 
partly understand. In the first 
place, Jesus rose to show us a 
permanently valuable truth about 
himself which we could not truly 
grasp without the resurrection. 

Paul wrote about him: “... 
designated Son of God in power 
. .. by his resurrection from the 
dead.” (Romans 1:3-4.) Luke 
wrote: Christ rose “because it 
was not possible for death to 
hold him.” 

You cannot understand Christ 
adequately until you stand on the 
resurrection morn and look, as 
the early disciples did, into an 
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empty tomb and step back from 
that to meet him again in the 
garden and to hear his voice call 
your name as he called the name, 
long ago, of Mary. He was the 
kind of personality that death 
could not destroy and a grave 
could not contain. He said: “TJ 
am the resurrection and the life.” 

Jesus rose as an illustration of 
much of the truth that he pro- 
claimed as a teacher. He said: 
“Unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it re- 
mains alone; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit.” (John 12:24.) 

He died on Calvary and like 
the grain of wheat that dies in 
the ground and then bears fruit, 
thirty-, sixty-, one hundred-fold, 
out of the grave he sprang as 
that grain of wheat would grow 
from the soil to bear much fruit. 
The most repeated single saying 
in the Gospels is this: ‘He that 
loseth his life shall find it.” 
Christ lost his life upon a cross 
and found it again on Easter 
morn. 

He said: “I came that you 
might have life and that you 
might have it more abundantly.” 
He came affirming life, describ- 
ing to us the rich fullness of its 
possibility. In the twentieth cen- 
tury, we need to hear that mes- 
sage. One of the most discern- 
ing of the thinkers of our gen- 
eration was William Lyons 
Phelps, the loved teacher at Yale. 
He said this: ‘The fear of life 
is the favorite disease of the 
twentieth century.” 

The fear of life! Christ came 
at Bethlehem saying, as he took 
flesh upon him: “Human life is 
worthwhile.” Then, to make it 
utterly plain so that we would 
never forget, he came again out- 
side Jerusalem to take a new life 
on this earth as though to say 
to us: “Never forget human ex- 
perience is rich in its possibili- 
ties.” 

Jesus rose to reveal his un- 
wearied and undiscouraged love 
for persons. The risen Christ 
still carries on the work he be- 
gan during his physical ministry 
—‘“to seek and to save what is 
lost.” 

As he came to Mary in the 
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garden, as he came to the disci- 
ples at Emmaus, so he still works 
in the world through all who love 


him. Look at the cross! See 
what people did to Christ! Look 
at the empty tomb! See how 


Christ responded with his love! 
If someone did to you and me 
what they did to Christ, we 
would be tempted to say, “Away 
with them all; I'll have nothing 
to do with such.” But he, de- 
spised, shamefully mistreated, 
came back again to show he loves 
us. 

Jesus rose because there was 
work to be done which even the 
Son of God could not do in a 
tomb. He rose to make possible 
the continuance of the beloved 
community. “Lo, I am with 
you,” he said, and the results of 
the resurrection have gone on to 
bless our world like some great 
river would bless the land 
through which it flows. The 
Lord’s Day—fifty-two Sundays 
every year! We celebrate Easter 
because the first day of the week 
is always a memorial to the res- 
urrection. We celebrate Good 
Friday only once a year, but 
Easter we celebrate each week. 

The New Testament, the writ- 
ten revelation, came because of 
the resurrection, for without it 
there never would have been the 
courage to have written it down; 
the story of the Church we owe 
to the resurrection; the personal 
faith that sustains us—these all 
we owe to him who rose. 

There has never been in all the 
history of the world a greater 
opportunity for persons to serve 
Christ. Not in the apostolic days, 
not in the days of the knights of 
King Arthur’s round table when 
they went out in search of the 
Holy Grail, nor in the time of the 
crusades, nor in any other period 
was it so glorious as to be alive 
in this, our day of grace. God 
be praised that he who lived 
again on Easter needs our serv- 
ice in our day for him. 

Let us look more closely at the 
work he did after the resurrec- 
tion and see from that the cer- 
tain evidence of what he wants 
us to do for him. After the 
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resurrection there was, first of 
all, the work of Christian evan- 
gelism which the Risen Christ 
laid on all who love him. ‘You 
shall be my witnesses,” he said, 
“in Jerusalem and in all Judea, 
and Samaria, and to the utter- 
most parts of the earth.” “All 
authority has been given unto 
me. Go, and make disciples of 
all the nations.” Not just to a 
special class of men, not to a 
little group, but to everyone who 
ever would love him Christ ex- 
pects us to be his witness—at 
our home, at our work, at our 
play. 

In our churches our presence 
is an affirmation of our faith and 
when we live with neighbors, 
when we treat each other in 
whatever way we do, it is a wit- 
nessing we do. Every Christian 
is a Christian evangelist. Every 
follower of Christ is either win- 
ning people to Christ or driving 
people from Christ. The Risen 
Christ has work for you and me 
to do in winning people to him. 
I call every part of the church 
of the resurrection to the great 
business of the Risen Christ to 
Christian evangelism. One of the 
tests by which we may judge ev- 
ery part of the church, is this: 
are we winning people to Christ 
through that class, through that 
group in the Women’s Council; 
are we helping men and women 
and young people to be born 
again Christians? If we are, that 
is a legitimate part of the church. 
If we are not, we are failures in 
Christ’s sight. The Risen Christ 
of Easter claims in his own royal 
authority for every part of his 
church and for everyone of his 
followers this as our primary 
test—to be his evangelist. 

In addition to the work of 
Christian evangelism, the Risen 
Christ calls us to the work of 
Christian education. 

Consider the words of the 
Risen Lord, as recorded in the 
twenty-first chapter of John: “As 
day was breaking, Jesus stood on 
the beach.” 

The disciples had been fishing 
all night and had caught nothing 
and they were discouraged. He 
told them to cast the net again 
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and they came back with a tre- 
mendous haul of fish. 

When they came to the shore, 
he had breakfast ready for them 
and, after breakfast, singling out 
Simon Peter, he said: “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me more 
than these?” “Yes, Lord,” Peter 
said; ‘you know I love you.” 
Then Christ said: . “Feed my 
lambs.” He waited a moment 
and then a second time the Mas- 
ter said: “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?” Peter said: “Yes, 
Lord, you know I love you.” To 
this Jesus replied: “Tend my 
sheep.” 

And the third time Jesus said: 
“Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter said: “Lord, you 
know everything. You know I 
love you.” “Feed my sheep,” Je- 
sus said—these were the ways 
the Risen Christ defined the great 
purpose of much of the work of 
his followers in the centuries to 
be: to look after people, for those 
are the ones represented; to care 
for the children and the young 
people; to look after strong men 
and women and old people; to 
care for persons, and seek to feed 
them in Christ’s name. 

The work of Christian educa- 
tion is one of the works to which 
the Risen Christ, who could not 
stay within the tomb, calls you 
and me this Easter. 

The work of the Christian Eu- 
charist is likewise part of what 
he calls us to. He sat with his 
disciples and broke for them the 
bread. ‘“‘He took the bread and 
blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them. Their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him and he 
vanished out of their sight.” It 
was not enough on the night on 
which he was betrayed to give 
them the broken bread. Again, 
the Risen Christ in that charac- 
teristic way of his, broke the 
bread and gave it to them and 
they knew him in the breaking 
of the bread. 

This, then, is the task to which 
Christ calls us—to be Christian 
evangelists, to be Christian edu- 
cators, to be active in participat- 
ing at the Christian Eucharist— 
all this together, doing what can 
be done for Christ. 
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This Is Easter 
by Chaplain Arthur A. Hyde 


This is the season of Easter. 
We hear it in song and sermon. 
We know it by radio and TV. 
We feel it in nature’s new coat. 
This is the season of Easter. 


Easter tells us about God. 

It tells us about God’s Son. 

It tells us about Christ’s resurrection. 
It tells us we shall live again. 

Easter tells us about God. 


We want to live after death. 

I know I am going to die. 

I don’t want to fear death. 

I can think of death as victory. 
We want to live after death. 


I know in whom I believe. 
He is my personal Savior. 
He has gone to prepare a place for me. 
He-will call me home some day. 
I know in whom I believe. 
This is Easter. 


The Challenge 
by Melvin Ray Schultz 


Is Christ but a memory, a thought from ages past? 

Is he but a dream which drifted across man’s eyes 

And now is lost from all mankind? 

Is Christ but a hope never to be realized by the sons of men? 

Is he but a hoax used by those who would use us for their 
ends? 


Or is he real? 

Does he live today 

In our lives and in our way? 

Does he move men to act and to dream? 


Can he cause men to hope for better days 
When all shall be of closer kin 

And unafraid to walk life’s way 

Knowing that he walks with them. 


What say you, my Christian friend? 

For you may well show to another 

Whether he is hoax or hope, doubt or dream, 
Whether he is memory or life, fiend or friend. 
What say you, my Christian friend? 
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None More Glorious 


HAT is the greatest day of the Chris- 
W tian year? Some sincere Christians, 
anxious to emphasize the fact that the whole 
of life belongs to God, take care not to stress 
any day, or any Sunday, over another. The 
concept is good, but it fails to capture the 
rich heritage of the church and make it use- 
ful, as we follow through the calendar year. 

Every event in the New Testament year 
has its meaning for us. There is no real need 
to choose one for first honors, perhaps. There 
is Christmas, in memory of the birth of Je- 
sus. And Pentecost, the birthday of the 
church, can never be overlooked. 

But what if Jesus had not risen from the 
grave? His birthday would have been long 
since forgotten, and there would have been no 
Pentecost. Among all the high days in Chris- 
tian history, there is none more glorious than 
Easter. 


Let’s Face It 


THIRD of the people studying and wor- 

shiping together in the Easter services 
today do not plan to be here next Sunday. 
Why not? This is a question few of us feel 
like facing on such a pleasant day. 

We well remember mentioning it in the 
pulpit one time. We did not deserve to win, 
because we had a particular person in mind. 
She correctly interpreted our somewhat over- 
done sarcasm and was never there again, 
not even on next Easter Sunday. 

What can be said to encourage the casual 
attender at the worship services to recon- 
sider the pattern of his life? This is some- 
thing we all wish we knew. It is a very illu- 
sive issue. The trouble is that the person we 
are trying to convince agrees with most of 
our arguments. 

We ought to worship in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ on the first day of every 
week. For what he has done for us, he de- 
serves our honor and regular homage. But 
we seldom get an argument on that point. 
“I know I ought to come more often” is the 
statement the pastor nearly always gets when 
he calls. So, that’s not the trouble. 

It’s good for us to worship together regu- 
larly. There is always something to be 
learned. There are always sins to be con- 
fessed. Fellowship with devoted people is 
bound to have certain good psychological ef- 


fects on any sincere person. But we seldom 
get an argument on that point. “I always 
like your sermons, when I come, Reverend,” 
is an embarrassing comment that every min- 
ister hears over and over again. 

The excuses offered for infrequent worship 
are seldom taken very seriously by either 
side. ‘Sunday morning is the only time I 
have to catch up on my sleep” isn’t a true 
statement. “The preacher isn’t as good as 
the last one,” is one man’s opinion and not 
worthy of one living in a democracy. 

“TI feel closer to God out in the woods’’ is 
a poor disguise for one’s predilection to Sun- 
day morning golf. ‘We don’t have good 
enough clothes to wear to church” is an argu- 
ment never brought regarding the Saturday 
night fancy-dress affair. 

So, wherein lies the answer to the over- 
crowded churches on Easter and the mass 
exodus the next Sunday? It has to be found 
in the leadership and program or in the 
casual worshiper. No one would argue that 
it is the will of God, or that he is satisfied 
with the situation. 

Those of us who have the responsibility 
of planning and leading the total program 
for a congregation must do what we can to 
provide the best possible situation and oppor- 
tunity for each member to grow and to serve. 

Sometimes the occasional church-goer needs 
to feel wanted before he can find his way to 
serve. Sometimes he needs to be let alone 
to worship or study in the group while 
“thinking his way through.” Sometimes he 
needs to be offered a job. Sometimes this is 
the very thing that would drive him away 
for he knows he is not qualified. 

But the final decision rests with the one 
who now has no intention of coming back 
next week. He knows that. No one can 
force him to come or to stay away. Why 
will so many fail to return? Jt must be due 
to a false idea of what “the church” is. He 
thinks it is some place to go. He thinks 
he is a visitor to some group rather than an 
integral part of it. 

Please give this your prayerful considera- 
tion. You are the church, wherever you are 
next Sunday. You will either be a delinquent 
part of it or you will be where your Lord 
expects you to be. No minister, no elder, no 
editor can solve this serious problem for you. 
Let’s face it. 
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The Seventh Word from the Cross 


“INTO THY HANDS... 


Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice said, “Father, into thy hands 


I commit my spirit.” 
—LUKE 23:46. 


HEN a person dies, mem- 

bers of his family and 
others who loved him usually try 
to recall some of the thoughts 
and words of the one who is gone. 
They place special importance 
upon his very last utterances and, 
in tender remembrance, repeat 
them again and again. 

Members of a Christian house- 
hold are usually pleased in their 
grief if the loved one has passed 
away with the name of God upon 
his lips. In other instances, 
when the sick or aged one has 
never professed faith in the Lord, 
it is very reassuring to the fam- 
ily if in the last moments the 
dying one asks for prayer. 

Those whose vocations in life, 
like physicians, pastors or nurses, 
bring them to the bedsides of 
many people in the last moments 
of life, observe the varied reac- 
tions to the approach of death. 
Some sick ones become very ap- 
prehensive when they believe 
that death is near. Others are 
quite calm about it and there are 
also those who look forward to 
it as a release from pain and suf- 
fering. 

A person’s preparation for 
death is usually not something 
that happens in the last days or 
hours. The reaction to the 
thought of death will depend 
upon how the person has lived, 
for all of life is a preparation for 
death. Those who have known 
fellowship with God along the 
way have reasons to be less ap- 
prehensive than those who have 
never known the peace of sincere 
prayer. While all of Jesus’ life 
is worthy of emulation, his de- 
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And having said this he breathed his last. 


meanor upon the cross, however, 
is man’s best example of the way 
to die. 

All the words he spoke that are 
recorded in the scripture, are of 
vital importance for man’s sal- 
vation. As with the passing of 
a loved one, the words spoken 
from the cross are regarded with 
more tenderness. The very last 
word is cherished as having spe- 
cial significance. 

It is worth noting that the first 
and the last statements he made 
from the cross were prayers, and 
both of them began with the 
word, “Father.” Between these 
two prayers he assured a repent- 
ant sinner of paradise, provided 
for the care of his mother, ut- 
tered a cry of agony, stated a 
physical need, and cried an excla- 
mation of victory over the evil 
forces that crushed his body upon 
the tree. 

His work was accomplished! 
Any dread or apprehension that 
might have been in his heart was 
banished. With complete confi- 
dence he said, “Father.” Al- 
though others had forsaken him 
and fled, it no longer mattered. 
He was not alone! All through 
his life he was on intimate terms 
with the Father and here on Cal- 
vary that fellowship calmed his 
soul. His whole life prepared him 
for this supreme moment. 

For a brief time he may have 
felt himself forsaken by God as 
anyone might whose mind is 
clouded by physical or spiritual 
agony. But, the shadow of per- 
plexity passed and Jesus experi- 
enced what man also may know 
in suffering. God was still there 
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and for him a familiar calmness 
came over his soul again. 

Prayer is appropriate in any 
time of stress but more so in the 
last moments. Those who per- 
sist in prayer through the period 
of stress are like the man who 
knocked perseveringly upon the 
door at midnight until it was 
opened for him and the light of 
God’s love dispelled the darkness. 

After the word “Father,” Jesus 
expressed his great faith and con- 
fidence with the prayer, ‘into thy 
hands I commit my spirit.” 

Many times Jesus quoted from 
the scripture. He must have 
found much comfort and strength 
in the Words of Life. In this 
prayer he quoted Psalm 31, verse 
5. It is significant that the last 
words spoken from the cross 
were a quotation from scripture. 

The seventh word also gives 
assurance of eternal life to all 
who have faith in him. From 
heaven he came to earth to dwell 
among men and to point the way 
to eternal salvation. His work 
was done magnificently and with 
this utterance his life in the hu- 
man body came to its conclusion. 
He would appear to them again 
after the resurrection in a trans- 
formed body, but for all pur- 
poses, the salvation of man was 
fully accomplished. 

He died that he might live, not 
in one place or in a specific time 
but everywhere in every age. His 
spirit is now available to all who 
want it and people anywhere can 
find him when they pray. His 
spirit returned to God whence it 
came and he lives forever. 
Through faith in him we are as- 
sured that our destiny also is 
eternal where we will know the 
perfect consummation of life, be- 
yond our fondest dreams or as- 
pirations. 
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A Rose by Any Other Name 


by Mayme Garner Miller 


“The desert shall rejoice and 
blossom like the crocus. .. .” 


= it was, as plain as the 
nose on my face—a rose by an- 
other name! 


I had been studying my Re- 
vised Standard Version for inter- 
esting changes and here, in 
Isaiah 35:1, I came across the 
most interesting one of all—at 
least, the most interesting to me 
because of my love for flowers. 


I was so intrigued that this 
“rose by another name” was des- 
tined to lure me on a six-month 
trail through many commen- 
taries, textbooks and libraries. 


Turning to the botanists for 
an explanation, I found that most 
of them were in full agreement 
that the lovely little lavendar 
crocus was in reality the rose of 
Scripture and, therefore, ac- 
cepted for use in the RSV. As I 
held my new version even closer, 
there came to my mind those 
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comforting words: ‘A rose by 
any other name is just as sweet.” 

But what of that endearing 
phrase, “the rose of Sharon’’? 
With a poet’s love for beautiful 
phraseology, I could hardly wait 
to check Solomon’s Song (2:1). 
I considered for one fleeting mo- 
ment a “crocus of Sharon’—but 
no, it just couldn’t be! 

Then, to my delight, I found it 
unchanged. And I breathed a 
prayer of gratitude for such dis- 
criminating and fine understand- 
ing. There it was in all its origi- 
nal beauty: “I am the rose of 
Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” 
However, a footnote informed me 
that the Hebrew word for rose 
is crocus. 

And just what is a crocus? It 
is a plant of the iris family with 
grass-like leaves and large tubed 
white, yellow or purple flowers. 
For a quick definition we might 
say it resembles an adolescent, 
underprivileged tulip. 
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Little Crocus, Once a Rose 


BY MAYME GARNER MILLER 


Little crocus, now we know 
You are the rose of long ago 
The rose He knew. 
Little Crocus of the Fall 
Palestine’s a purple shawl 
Because of you. 
You bloom for us in early Spring 
And speak to us of holy things 
Of truth unseen 
Of life transformed and deserts 
aglow 
Sweet rose of Sharon long ago 
In Palestine. 
Renamed, we prize you just the 
same. 
A rose by any other name 
Is just as sweet. 
Purple or yellow, your heart of 
gold, 
Treasured saffron in days of old, 
Is still a treat. 


The crocus of the Holy Land 
blooms in the Autumn, along 
with many other bulbous plants, 
and blooms in great profusion. 
It needs to be said, however, 
that botanists are not totally 
agreed. Some still hold that the 
rose of Scripture could be the 
tulip, the narcissus, the oleander 
or one of several other flowers 
less familiar to us today. 

There are only two references 
to the rose in the entire Bible, 
and both of them are allegorical. 
From now on the rose is_ the 
crocus—alternatively but prefer- 
ably. We say “alternatively” 
only because the word “rose” 
was retained in the phrase “rose 
of Sharon.” 

Nevertheless, there is reason 
for believing that the rose we 
know did grow in Old Palestine. 
No doubt it bore another name. 
It was a white rose at all times 
and was used for perfume in 
attar of roses. 
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AT A GLANCE 
Council Board Actions 
HARTFORD, CONN.—The_ general 


board of the National Council of 
Churches met here Feb. 25-26. Fol- 
lowing is a capsule report on sig- 
nificant actions at the board meet- 
ing. 

IssuED: “The Hartford Appeal’ to 
the Christian Churches in the U.S.A. 
to uphold their “right and duty to 
study and comment on issues of hu- 
man concern, however controver- 
sial,’ and to “resist all efforts to 
discourage full freedom of discus- 
Cad 

HEARD: National Council Presi- 
dent Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg assert: 
“It was the vigorous pronounce- 
ments Jesus made on controversial 
matters that sent him to the Cross. 

. If he had confined himself to 
little Mickey Mouse morals, he would 
never have been heard of.” 


SENT: A message of warm friend- 
ship and appreciation to Secretary 
of State John Foster Dulles, after 
joining in prayer for his recovery. 

UrceD: In an eight-point resolu- 
tion on non-segregated housing that 
Christians “sign and make _ public 
covenants which commit them to 
support open occupancy housing in 
their neighborhoods,” regardless of 
race. 


RECORDED: Its support of the prin- 
ciple of extending minimum wage 
legislation to all economic groups 
not now covered. 


ALMOST 
2 Million Disciples 


INDIANAPOLIS—There are nearly 2 
million members of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) now 
in the United States and Canada, 
according to the Year Book. 

Compiled and published by the 
International Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches at its headquarters in 
Indianapolis, the Year Book reports 
1,929,464 members in this country 
and its neighbor to the north. 

Disciples of Christ throughout the 
world totaled 2,242,469 for the year 
ending June 30, 1958, according to 
the Year Book. 

Not included in these statistics are 
Japanese Disciples. In Japan they 
are part of the United Church of 
Christ in Japan (Kyodan) in which 
several Protestant bodies cooperate. 

Begun in the early years of the 
19th century in the frontier commu- 
nities of Pennsylvania and Kentucky, 
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the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) have their greatest concen- 
tration in the central states. 


In Indiana there are 205,721; in 
Missouri 170,963; in Ohio 159,047; in 
Illinois 140,165. In Texas, Disciples 
total 139,245; in Kentucky 131,650; 
in Oklahoma 118,838. 


Oklahoma churches showed the 
greatest net membership gain during 
the year ending last June 30. They 
increased by 10,454 members. 

Texas churches were second in 
record of additions with 5,062 new 
members. 


Year Book figures show that mem- 
bers of the Christian Churches sup- 
port their local churches to the ex- 
tent of $40.75 per capita and sup- 
port missionary enterprises with 
$7.02 per church member. The fig- 
ure for total giving for all causes is 
$78,335,794.28. 

Churches reporting additions in 
membership show that 54,065 were 
admitted by baptism and 63,560 by 
transfer from other congregations, 
some from other Christian Churches 
and some from other Protestant af- 
filiations. 


Church schools of the Disciples of 
Christ, in the United States, show 
a total enrollment for 1957-58 of 
1,276,231. For this country and Can- 
ada, the total is 1,280,020. 


Through the United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, Christian Churches 





support the work of about 250 mis- 
sionaries in Africa (Belgian Congo 
and The Union of South Africa), Ar- 
gentina, India, Jamaica, Japan, Mex- 
ico, Paraguay, the Philippines, 
Puerto Rico and Thailand. 

W. Harold Edds, editor of the Year 
Book for the International Conven- 
tion, has announced that the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication is printing 
the book, handling sales and distri- 
bution. 

Orders should be sent to the Chris- 
tian Board at: Beaumont and Pine 
Boulevard, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
Paper-bound copies cost $3.50, cloth- 
bound, $5. 


New Hymns Sought 


New YorK—New hymns, “suitable 
for use in gatherings related to 
Christian education,” are being 
sought by the Hymn Society of 
America in cooperation with the In- 
ternational Journal of Religious 
Education, it was announced here. 


The new hymns will be published 
later this year as part of the cele- 
bration of the 35th anniversary of 
the Journal. 


Dr. Deane Edwards of New York, 
president of the hymn society, said 
hymn texts only were desired now 
and should be sent to the society by 
May 15. The texts, he said, should 
be “in the well-known meters found 
in standard church hymnals.” 


Membership, Christian Churches in U. S., Canada 
1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1959 


2,000,000 
1,900,000 
1,800,000 
1,700,000 
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1,300,000 
1,200,000 
1,100,000 


1,000,000 
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First World Council Body to 
Meet in South America 


Council Group to Meet in Buenos Aires 


GENEVA—Plans to hold a meeting at Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
were confirmed here by the Executive Committee of the World Coun- 


cil of Churches. 


The meeting, to take place Feb. 
8-12, 1960, will mark the first time 
that any of the World Council’s de- 
liberate bodies has met in Latin 
America. 

Details of the projected meeting 
were discussed by Bishop Sante 
Uberto Barbieri of Buenos Aires, 
Presiding Bishop of the Methodist 
Church in Argentina, Uruguay and 
Bolivia. 

He said he hoped it would lead 
to better understanding of the ecu- 
menical movement and the World 
Council in South America, where the 
Protestant Churches are “expand- 
ing.” 

Bishop Barbieri urged members of 
the Executive Committee to accept 
speaking engagements in Latin 
American countries in connection 
with their meeting in Argentina.. 

He said that meanwhile consulta- 
tions regarding the ecumenical 
movement will take place between 
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox 
Churches in Buenos Aires and, on a 
smaller scale, in Brazil. 

In another action, the Committee 
approved the drafting of detailed 
plans for the first stages of a pro- 
jected new $2,500,000 World Council 
headquarters near the United Na- 
tions building in Geneva. The pres- 
ent WCC headquarters are located in 
a residential section of the city. 

The Committee also authorized 
the preparation of plans for a cen- 
trally located chapel in the new 
WCC headquarters. 


For United Church 
Agency Merger 


Buck HILt FAuus, Pa.—Plans for 
the merger of the overseas mission 
programs of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church and the General 
Council of the Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches were announced at 
the mid-winter meetings of the Con- 
gregationalists here. 

Hailed as a major step in the for- 
mation of the United Church of 
Christ, founded in June, 1957, with 
the union of the two denominations, 
the plans call for the 149-year-old 
Congregational American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
to be the overseas mission agency 
of the Church. 

Work of the board will be merged 
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with that of the E and R Board of 
International Missions. Control of 
the American Board in the United 
Church will eventually rest with a 
corporate body elected by the Gen- 
eral Synod. 

New missionaries will be ap- 
pointed on the basis of unified lists 
of candidates. The two boards will 
meet jointly for the first time on 
Oct. 20 in Akron, O. 


Protestants Plan $250,000 
Unit in New York 


Airport Chapel 


New YorK—Architectural plans 
for a $250,000 Protestant chapel to 
be built at New York International 
Airport were announced here at the 
15th annual meeting of the general 
assembly of the Protestant Council 
of the City of New York. 

Dr. Dan M. Potter, the council’s 
executive director, said the structure 
will be the first Protestant chapel to 
be constructed at an airport in the 
U.S. It is to be erected adjacent 
to a Roman Catholic chapel already 
in use and a Jewish synagogue un- 
der construction. y, 

Building and maintenance costs of 
the project, he said, will be met by 
a $400,000 fund drive to be con- 
ducted among the council’s 1,700 
member churches of 31 denomina- 
tions. Construction will not start 
until next year, Dr. Potter added. 


Gambling Is Gambling 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Postmaster 
General Arthur E. Summerfield em- 
phasized here that all advertise- 
ments of bingo or similar games of 
chance are barred by anti-lottery 
laws from the United States mails, 
whether or not conducted for reli- 
gious and charitable groups, and 
whether or not legalized by state 
law. 

“The Postal Lottery Law, Title 18, 
Section 1302, United States Code, 
prohibits any mailing of lottery mat- 
ter,” Mr. Summerfield declared in a 
special statement, “and bingo is con- 
sidered a lottery, whether such mail- 
ing is a ticket, a payment, or an 
advertisement. 

“It makes no difference whether 
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such a mailing is confined within the 
borders of a state where such lot- 
tery may be legalized,” he declared. 

The restriction as to lottery ‘“ad- 
vertisements” applies to magazines, 
newspapers, and all periodicals, as 
well as to “any form of notice ad- 
vertising a lottery sent through the 
mails by individuals or organiza- 
tions,” he cautioned. 


How Far Can We Get 
From God? Vital Question 


Church-State Issue 


ATLANTIC City, N. J.—A_ promi- 
nent Protestant clergyman warned 
the American Association of School 
Administrators at its 91st annual 
meeting here that the principle of 
Church-State separation must never 
“deteriorate” into separation of God 
from education. 

Dr. Louis H. Evans of Los Angeles, 
minister-at-large of the United Pres- 
byterian Board of National Missions, 
told some 15,000 delegates that “the 
spirit must have its place in edu- 
cation. 


“The ‘free exercise of religion’ in 
the Bill of Rights,” he said, “does 
not mean the ‘extermination of re- 
ligion.’ ” 


Oberving that 96 per cent of 
Americans believe in God, Dr. Evans 
declared that the other four per cent 
have no right to secularize the edu- 
cational process. 

“Recognition of God is an obliga- 
tion of the public schools,” he said, 
stressing however that this did not 
mean the “interpretation” of God. 

‘“The ‘fruits of faith,’” he pointed 
out, “need not include the ‘forms of 
faith’ which have no place in our 
public schools but are for the 
churches to propagate each in his 
own way.” 


Prayer Room Interest 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Continued in- 
terest of the public in the Prayer 
Room of the United States Capitol 
has led a House committee to recom- 
mend that 54,200 more copies be 
printed of House Document 234 of 
the 84th Congress (1956) which tells 
about the room which was estab- 
lished for meditation. 


The Committee on House Admin- 
istration recommended that 44,100 
be printed for use of the Members 
of the House and 10,100 for mem- 
bers of the Senate. This would give 
each member 100 copies, with 500 
extra for the Speaker and Vice- 
President. Printing cost was esti- 
mated at $1,615. 
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Protestant Educators 
Far East Gains 


OmAHA, NEB.—Three Protestant 
educators agreed here that Chris- 
tianity is steadily growing in 
strength among the third and fourth 
generations in non-white countries 
overseas while Western influence is 
losing ground. 


Commenting on conditions in the 
Far East and Africa were Bishop 
Reuben H. Mueller of Indianapolis, 
Ind., Evangelical United Brethren 
Church; Dr. E. Ray Campbell of 
Philadelphia, United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A.; and Dr. Gerald 
E. Knoff of New York, executive sec- 
retary of the National Council of 
Churches’ Division of Christian Edu- 
cation. 


They addressed the week-long an- 
nual meeting of the NCC Division of 
Christian Education attended by 
leading educators from denomina- 
tions affiliated with the council. 


Bishop Mueller, chairman of the 
division, said that the Christian 
teacher in the Far East and Africa 
has influenced the political and cul- 
tural independence of nationals in 
those countries. 


‘*Christians in the younger 
Churches,” he said, “are now trans- 
lating Christianity into terms of 
their own cultures rather than re- 
taining the Western image.” 


Commenting on his visit to Tokyo 
last year, Bishop Mueller said he 
was impressed by the fact that while 
there are only about 500,000 Chris- 
tians in Japan, more than 5,000,000 
Bibles have been sold. 


“The answer is that the Japanese 
people are eager to understand the 
culture of the West, based as it is 
on the Judeo-Christian tradition,” he 
said. 


In San Antonio 
Unity at Work 


San ANTONiO—Five Protestant 
churches in Northwest San Antonio 
are making history by achieving 
unity without union. 

For some time the ministers of 
Woodlawn Christian, Jefferson Meth- 
odist, Ascension Lutheran, Trinity 
Episcopal and Grace Presbyterian 
here have been meeting for coffee 
and informal discussions. 

Out of these meetings came the 
inspiration for a Union Thanksgiv- 
ing service held in the Agudas Achin 
Synagogue. Approximately 1,750 
attended this joint service when Dr. 
W. W. Jones preached. Half the 
offering was turned over to the 
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Jewish synagogue which had been 
bombed, and the remainder to the 
San Antonio Council of Churches. 

Then another step was taken by 
these same five churches. A Com- 
munity Preaching Mission was held 
Feb. 2-6. Frank Johnson Pippin of 
the Community Christian Church, 
Kansas City, was guest preacher. 
Services were held each night at 
the Jefferson Methodist Church.— 
CEcIL W. BARNES 


Urged by Methodist Leader 


“Rediscovering Sacraments” 


St. PAuL, MInn.—Minnesota 
Protestant pastors were called on 
here to “rediscover and recover” 
the Sacraments ‘as an essential 
part of the life of the Church and 
a vital element in communicating 
the gospel.” 


The plea came from a Methodist 
theologian, Dr. Albert C. Outler, pro- 
fessor at the Perkins School of The- 
ology at Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity, Dallas, Tex. 


In one of three lectures to the 
27th annual Minnesota State Pas- 
tors’ conference, Dr. Outler said 
Christian unity awaits the renewal 
of “the conjoined reality” of the 
Word and the Sacraments. 


He called it a “scandal” that 
Christians, aware they share unity 
in Christ, do not have a shared 
membership or shared access to the 
Sacraments of the gospel. 


But he warned that there is “no 
easy way and no immediate pros- 
pect that the stones of stumbling 
will be removed.” 

The place to begin, he said, is 
with a deeper study of “the mean- 
ing of grace and the means of 
grace.” 

In a second lecture, Dr. Outler 
called for an urgent reconsideration 
of baptism. Protestants, he ob- 
served, “are in a genuine doctrinal 
crisis’ with respect to baptism. 

The tragedy of the situation, he 
said, “lies in the ambiguity of our 
various understandings and in the 
uncriticized assumptions which still 
serve us in lieu of a well-founded 
sacramental theology, rooted in the 
Biblical witness and consonant with 
the Christian tradition.” 

Baptism, he said, must be “under- 
stood as a symbol of justification by 
faith and not a human act which 
laid claim to faith. It is a declara- 
tory act by which the church as- 
serts to all and sundry that God 
has laid claim upon the baptized 
person and affixed His seal to the 
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transaction. . . .” 

In a third lecture, Dr. Outler said 
any discussion to seek common un- 
derstanding about the Lord’s Supper 
“must be willing to suspend contro- 
versy and polemics in the area of 
‘orders’ and valid administration and 
must concentrate on what ‘happens’ 
at the Table of the Lord—what God 
is doing and what we're doing there 
—and what this act of communion 
and mediated grace means for the 
communication of the gospel and 
the enabling of the Christian life.” 


Evangelism in Chicago? 


Cuicaco—Inauguration of a pro- 
gram of evangelism to win one mil- 
lion people for Christ was marked 
by a rally in the International Am- 
phitheater here Feb. 17. 

The program is under the auspices 
of the Church Federation of Greater 
Chicago and plans are under way 
for the entire state of Illinois to be- 
come involved through the partici- 
pation of the Illinois Council of 
Churches. 

The plan calls for each denomi- 
nation to integrate its program of 
evangelism into a master plan. 

Disciples were prominent in the 
program and attendance. Numerous 
churches chartered special busses. 
Disciples on the program were: John 
W. Harms, executive vice-president 
of the Federation; John M. Fewkes, 
president of the Chicago Teachers 
Union and vice-president of the Fed- 
eration; and Rosa Page Welch. J. J. 
Van Boskirk was a member of the 
planning committee. 


OK’'s Going Steady 


New YorK—Steady dating for 
teen-agers was approved by a Lu- 
theran clergyman—as long as it is 
by “the mature young couple.” 

Leslie Conrad, Jr., of Philadelphia, 
executive secretary of the Luther 
League of America, youth organiza- 
tion of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, said that such steady 
dating would “not lead to a hurry- 
up marriage.” 

In an article in the League’s 
magazine, Luther Life, he said it 
was an “unproved, unsubstantiated 
charge” that steady dating was the 
cause of most premature marriages. 





BOOK OF ROMANS 
The Epistle of the apostle Paul 
to the Romans in a handy-sized 
booklet, for easy reference. 
75A267, 30¢ a dozen 
Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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Above: Abul Hassan El Kahin, the sacrificer, 
only second to the High Priest, sitting in 
Husni’s tent; to his left, Husni’s father. 


Right: 


be the genuine Hebrew alphabet. 


EFORE us, as far as the eye 

could reach, stretched the plain 
of Sharon—one great orange grove, 
with here and there flat-terraced vil- 
lages. 

After we traveled some distance, 
the citrus trees end, the road began 
to climb. Finally we arrived at the 
foot of Mount Gerizim, the sacred 
place of the Samaritans, where they 
celebrate their Passover. 

The road to the top of the moun- 
tain was under repair and closed to 
cars, so we took a trail. The higher 
we climbed, the better the view we 
got of the city of Nablus, the Bibli- 
cal Shechem, tightly wedged be- 
tween 3,077-foot Mount Hebal and 
2,848-foot Mount Gerizim. 

At a distance, it was pretty with 
its high, white terraces, half lost 
amidst tall trees and numberless 
streamlets, shining like molten glass 
in the sun. 

Husni Effendi Sadaka, the head of 
the local Samaritan community, 
showed us the place where the Is- 
raelites were assembled some 2,500 
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Such scrolls are painstakingly written 
in the peculiar Samaritan script, claimed to 
The scribe 
must undergo complicated purification rites ev- 
ery time he writes the sacred name of Jehovah. 


years, after the crossing of the Jor- 
dan under Joshua. These twin 
mountains witnessed then an im- 
pressive ceremony: six tribes occu- 
pied the slopes of the Hebal and six 
those of the Gerizim. 

According to the instructions re- 
ceived previously by Moses, the Le- 
vites and the Elders stood around 
the Ark of the Covenant in the valley 
between the two mountains, while 
Joshua proclaimed the blessings of 
the Lord if the nation remained 
faithful to the Law and his curse 
if they transgressed it. 

The priests, facing Hebal, pro- 
claimed, “Blessed be he who will not 
worship idols’ Then, turning to 
Gerizim, “Cursed he be who will wor- 
ship idols!” and the assembled na- 


tion echoed twice: “Amen!” (Deut. 
2:25-30). 
Afterwards, Joshua erected on 


Mount Hebal an altar of twelve un- 
hewn stones, upon which he carved 
a copy of the Law of Moses (Josh. 
8:30-35). When Husni Sadaka told 
me about these Biblical traditions, 
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SAMARITAN F 


by Maurice Moyal 


and the story of Abraham, who 
erected an altar on top of Mount 
Gerizim, he seemed taller, a flame 
kindling in his eyes. I could easily 
understand him. He showed me all 
the “raisons d’etre’” of his people, 
the proofs of their ancestry. 

For these traditions, this dying lit- 
tle race had the strength to suffer 
a thousand years of persecution at 
the hands of the Jews and the Mos- 
lems. Clinging stubbornly to the 
slopes of Mount Gerizim, a minority 
of a minority, and hardly tolerated 
in their own country, they let the 
storms pass, praying for better days. 

We saw ahead of us a little camp 
of some fifty tents and wooden huts. 
During the entire fifteen days of the 
Passover, the community, composed 
exactly of 285 souls, lives the same 
life as the ancient Israelites and the 
modern Bedouins. 

The camp does not actually oc- 
cupy the top of the mountain, but 
is about 150 feet down. Once their 
Temple, a rival to that of Jerusalem, 
stood on this sacred place, near the 
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1 PASSOVER 


A Story of Ancient Tradition 


—A Reminder 


altar built by Abraham. Three times 
a year, at the feasts of Matzoth, Suk- 
koth and Shevuot, they circumam- 
bulate the stone where Abraham of- 
fered Isaac, filing around it thrice 
in solemn procession in their bare 
feet. 

The streets of the little camp 
were seething with activity. Proces- 
sions of small donkeys brought cans 
of water from Nablus. A man was 
kneading “matzoth”’—unleavened 
bread. Women were cooking the 
evening meal on charcoal pans. Of 
course, if a non-Samaritan touched 
this food, it would be desecrated and 
thrown away. Young men were car- 
rying in their arms the white sheep 
for the sacrifice which was to come 
the next day. 

Some, with their hair in a little 
“chignon” at the nape of their necks, 
belong to the Kahin family—the Le- 
vites, thirty in all. A youth dug a 
hole in the rocky ground and lined 
the bottom with clean white peb- 
bles, where the slaughtered sheep 
are to be roasted. 

We were shown a kind of corral, 
enclosed by low stone walls about 
300 feet long and half as wide, and 
divided by ropes into three parts. 
The sacrifice was to take place 
there, and the walls were to sepa- 
rate the Samaritans from the noisy 
crowds that their feast is bound to 
attract from all over Hashemite Jor- 
dan. 

After we were shown around, we 
were invited to have a little rest 
at Husni’s tent. We had to remove 
our dusty shoes and put on large 
slippers before stepping in. The 
tent was furnished with a sofa, Rus- 
sian samovar, with rugs and blankets 
to sit on. 

We were solemnly introduced to 
the company already gathered there: 
Abul Hassan El Kahin, the sacrificer, 
second only to the High Priest; 90- 
year-old Em Yussed the oldest mem- 
ber of the community; and some 
others. 

I was shown a few pamphlets 
written by American authors on the 
Samaritans and printed at the ex- 
pense of E. K. Warren, a philan- 
thropist from Birmingham (Ala.), 
who was a friend of the Samaritans 
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of a Forgotten Time 


some fifty years ago. The very tent 
under which we were sitting was 
one of his gifts, and the pamphlets 
are sold to the rare Western tour- 
ists for the benefits of the commu- 
nity, which is very poor. 

“Yes, my friend,” said Husni, “you 
see that we’re very poor and mighty 
few. But once upon a time, all this 
country was ours and for genera- 
tions we’ve fought the Jews. The 
Jews say that we’re not the sons 
of Moses like themselves. They pre- 
tend that we’re colonists sent in by 
the Assyrian kings from the land 
of Kuteh to replace the Jews de- 
ported to Babylon, but we're of 
purer Jewish blood than they are. 
In fact, we’re all that remains from 
the tribes of Menasseh, Ephraim and 
part of Levi, and heirs to the north- 


A view of the Samaritan temple, once a rival to that of Jerusalem. 
stroyed by John Hyrcan. 


ern kingdom of Israel. So don’t 
write in your story that we’re for- 
eigners to the House of Israel, only 
lately (sic) converted to the Jewish 
faith.” 

But “amicus Plato, 
amica veritas” ... 

According to the Orthodox Jews, 
the Samaritans, who are really 
Aryan colonists sent in by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, without a drop of Jewish 
blood in their veins, were so plagued 
by lions, tigers and boars in their 
new surroundings, and so discour- 
aged at the unproductive land that, 
as was natural in that epoch, they 
thought the local gods were angry 
with them. So, they sent emissaries 
to Babylon to be instructed in the 
Jewish faith, in order to placate the 
local deity. 

As in all such matters, the truth 
doubtlessly lies somewhere in be- 
tween these two versions. My own 
theory is that some Ephraimites had 
hidden in the neighboring Mounts 
of Samaria, thus escaping the As- 
syrian deportation. These mingled 
with the newcomers, who soon for- 
got about their true origins, to 
espouse all the claims of the House 
of Israel. 

This theory is corroborated by the 
Aryan physical features of the Sa- 
maritans. No one writing about 
them has hitherto seemed to notice 
that they are tall, blue-eyed, fair- 


(Continued on page 26.) 


sed magis 
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April 5, 1959 


Scripture: 1 Samuel 7:5-16. 
ODAY we take up our study 
of Old Testament history 

again, beginning where we left 

off with the second quarter last 
year. This means that we shall 

discuss Samuel and then go ‘o 

the days of the united kingdom 

under Saul, David and Solomon. 

Before the close of the quarter 
we shall see the division of the 
Hebrew people and carry the 
story up to the reigns of Uzziah 
and Jeroboam the Second. 

The teaching of scripture and 
its meaning for us is always 
easier to understand if we can 
really see the historical situation. 
Therefore, we shall try each week 
to put our minds back into a so- 
cial situation vastly different 
from any that we know in our 
time. God has always dealt with 
people where he found them, try- 
ing to lead them into what they 
could become. What he has to 
say is always the same; how he 
says it depends upon the condi- 
tion of the people at the time. 

Today we are dealing with 
Samuel. He was called a judge. 
The time is after the migration 
of the children of Israel from 
Egypt to the Land of Canaan, but 
their organized life was _ still 
rather primitive. It was not un- 
common for the leader to call the 
people together to make a pro- 
nouncement. (1 Samuel 7:5.) 
When he did so, it is said that 
he “judged the people.” (Verse 
6.) Presumably, this means that 
he rendered judicial decisions in 
all cases of dispute. 

However, Samuel was not sim- 
ply a secular leader. He was 
quite conscious of being a ruler 
on behalf of God. He would not 
have felt that his decisions were 
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his own. He lived at Mizpah, just 
a few miles to the north and east 
of Jerusalem. The word comes 
from the word for “watch,” and 
might be spoken of as “place of 
the watch” or “watch tower.” 
The elevation was considerably 
higher than Jerusalem, so per- 
haps it was a place of defense, 
where enemies like the Philistines 
might be watched. 

When people worship, they of- 
fer something of great value, if 
they are really sincere. You re- 
member that the disciples re- 
buked the woman who anointed 
Jesus with ‘‘very expensive oint- 
ment” (Matthew 26:7), but Je- 
sus commended her for it. On 
another occasion, he commended 
the widow who gave her mite, 
her all, as an offering. 

Here, we notice that Samuel 
“drew water and poured it out 
before the Lord.’ (Verse 6.) 
Most people who study this les- 
son today would not think that 
that was a fit offering to make 
before the Lord. But water is 
precious in dry lands. A few 
weeks ago, in a small town in 
Mexico, we saw poor housewives 
carrying pails of water from a 
common well many blocks from 
their houses. Water was not a 
thing to be accepted without 
gratitude there. Neither was it 
in Palestine. So, a precious of- 
fering was made to the Lord by 
Samuel on behalf of the people. 

The Hebrews had a great deal 
of trouble with the Philistines. 
They had invaded the land from 
the west. They had been success- 
ful in driving the Canaanites out 
of a good many of the larger 
cities like Gaza and Gath. 

The Philistines probably 
thought that Samuel was calling 
a council of war. The people of 
Israel, on their part, when they 
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What God Can Do With 
“Where the Scriptures Speak .. .” 


by the Editor 


heard that the Philistine lead- 
ers “went up against Israel,” 
were afraid. (Verse 7.) They 
begged Samuel: “Save us from 
the hand of the Philistines.” 
(Verse 8.) 

Again, Samuel carries out a 
worship ceremony. This time, 
he “took a sucking lamb and of- 
fered it as-a full burnt offering 
to the LorpD.” (Verse 9.) This 
was a precious little thing in 
their eyes and worthy of repre- 
senting their dependence upon 
their God. 

The success of the Hebrews in 
driving off the Philistines is de- 
scribed in interesting language. 
It is said that “the Lorp thun- 
dered with a mighty voice,” and 
as a result the Philistines were 
thrown “into confusion.” (Verse 
10.) During all the rest of the 
days of Samuel, ‘“‘the hand of the 
LORD was against the Philistines” 
and they were able to keep their 
territory. (Verse 13.) 

Samuel “went on a circuit” year 
by year to the different sections 
of his land, judging the people. 
He made his home at Ramah, 
which was also a sanctuary city 
like Bethel, Gilgal and Mizpah. 
He set up a stone in commemo- 
ration of the defeat of the Philis- 
tines near Mizpah and called it 
Ebenezer. (Verse 12.) It was a 
“stone of help,” that is, a monu- 
ment of thanksgiving for God’s 
help. 

There are several things illus- 
trated here that God can do with 
a man, if that person is willing 
to put himself into God’s hands. 
Turning the Hebrews back to the 
worship of God instead of the 
gods of the land was one thing 
which Samuel accomplished. 
(Verse 3.) 

This incident is also an illus- 
tration of the power of prayer 
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and a prayerful attitude toward 
God. The worship services de- 
scribed here are not mere formali- 
ty. They are the outpouring of 
the devoted heart of a leader and 
his people who believe in God. 


We also see that Samuel did 
not hold out any hope for the 
people unless they repented of 
their sins. How often we would 
like to have God’s protecting care 
without returning allegiance to 
him, on our part. 


What we see here is a remark- 
able example of the cohesive 
power of a common faith in God. 
This is the first requisite for the 
best government. It was accom- 
plished through one man. 


The Scripture 


1 Samuel 7:5-16 


5 Then Samuel said, “Gather all 
Israel at Mizpah, and I will pray to 
the LORD for you.” 6 So they gath- 
ered at Mizpah, and drew water and 
poured it out before the LORD, and 
fasted on that day, and said there, 
“We have sinned against the LORD.” 
And Samuel judged the people of 
Israel at Mizpah. 7 Now when the 
Philistines heard that the people of 
Israel had gathered at Mizpah, the 
lords of the Philistines went up 
against Israel. And when the people 
of Israel heard of it they were 
afraid of the Philistines. 8 And the 
people of Israel said to Samuel, “Do 
not cease to cry to the LORD our 
God for us, that he may save us 
from the hand of the Philistines.” 
9 So Samuel took a sucking lamb 
and offered it as a whole burnt of- 
fering to the LORD; and Samuel 
cried to the LORD for Israel, and 
the LORD answered him. 10 As 
Samuel was offering up the burnt 
offering, the Philistines drew near 
to attack Israel; but the LORD 
thundered with a mighty voice that 
day against the Philistines and 
threw them into confusion; and they 
were routed before Israel. 11 And 
the men of Israel went out of Miz- 
pah and pursued the Philistines, and 
smote them, as far as below Beth- 
car. 
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UR lesson today deals with 

Samuel, one of the grand 
old men of the Bible. Born as 
a son of promise to Elkanah and 
Hannah, he was dedicated to the 
service of God before birth. He 
was destined to be of vital and 
long-continued service to his peo- 
ple in their time of need. 

Eli, the priestly ruler of Israel, 
had two sons, Hophni and Phin- 
ehas, who were unworthy to suc- 
ceed their father in the priestly 
office. It may be a good question 
to ask why the sons of the priest 
turned out as they did. They 
were good enough to die for their 
people on the field of battle, but 
not good enough to rule over 
them. Since our lesson concerns 
what God can do with one man, 
it might not be too wide of the 
mark to ask whether or not even 
a minister’s sons may need the 
companionship of their father. 

Samuel made regular trips to 
Bethel, Gilgal and Mizpah, keep- 
ing an eye on the Philistines, 
long-standing enemies of the 
people of Israel. But Samuel was 
not a fighting man; he was a 
seer and a prophet, a man of God. 
For this he was born, and this 
one thing he did. But the con- 
stant pressure of the Philistines 
was a thing that seemed to build 
up in the people the desire for a 
king. 

It fell to the lot of Samuel to 
find that king. So when Saul, 
son of Kish, came hunting his 
father’s mules, Samuel found a 
king for the people. Saul was 
not born to the purple; he was 
only a farm boy, with no educa- 
tion or training in the business of 
politics or administration. But 
this is Samuel’s story, and Sam- 
uel was a man who did his duty 
as he saw it, and he was in the 


Meaning for Today 


by W. Marion Rowlen 


habit of consulting the Almighty 
on daily matters. 

Dwight L. Moody, the eminent 
evangelist of the nineteenth cen- 
tury said, “It yet remains to be 
seen what God can do with one 
man thoroughly and completely 
dedicated to His will.” In our 
time we are accustomed to feel 
that the exigencies of politics and 
economics call for specialized 
knowledge and skill. But if the 
Christian faith means anything, 
does it not mean that even these 
skills are lightened by the divine 
will? It is still true, is it not, 
that “reverence for God is the 
first thing in knowledge’? 

Does this mean that religious 
insight and Christian character 
have a special significance? We 
believe in the separation of 
church and state, rightly enough, 
but does this mean that we do 
not believe in righteousness in 
government? How can a man be 
honest and incorruptible without 
religious faith? Will it come 
more likely if men and women 
give the more earnest heed to 
dedicating themselves and their 
families through regular wor- 
ship? 

Men like Samuel do not just 
happen, and every age needs such 
men in all occupations and pro- 
fessions. “This nation, under 
God,” said Lincoln, “shall have a 
new birth of freedom, that gov- 
ernment of the people, by the 
people, for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth.” 

What cannot God do with even 
one man? And certainly the 
Space Age (if we are now in it) 
requires as high insights into the 
will of God as any period of hu- 
man history. Is our personal 
faith able to meet the demands 
of our time? 
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Samuel F. Pugh* 


Unkept Promises 


O THE offender it may seem 

to be a trifling matter but 
to the “‘victim’”’ it is often a shat- 
tering experience. Disappoint- 
ment and loss of confidence are 
not easily repaired. Over and 
over again they become the price 
of a promise unkept. 

A church school teacher prom- 
ises a class of ten-year-old boys 
an overnight outing ‘‘just as soon 
as we have twelve boys in class 
on three Sundays in a row.” The 
boys work hard and attain their 
goal. Some even buy sleeping 
bags. But the teacher says the 
weather is too cold. They will 
go when the warm nights come. 
June, July, August pass—each 
bringing its own excuse—but no 
overnight trip! 

One teacher, making a special 
promise to a group of eighth 
graders, laughed and said, “Oh, 
I just told you that to get you 
here.” His class was furious and 
some of the members never re- 
turned while he was the teacher. 

A minister says to a member 
as she leaves the worship on a 
Sunday morning, “I want to see 
you. May I stop by your house, 
say, Thursday, about two 
o’clock?” More people pass. He 
has no time to make a note of 
the appointment—and forgets 
about it until Friday. When he 
calls to apologize he learns that 
the member remained at home all 
afternoon and evening, waiting, 





*Samuel F.. Pugh is national direc- 
tor of church development of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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and was unhappy about the inci- 
dent. 


Another pastor in calling on 
one of the congregation’s shut-in 
members made the remark, “T al- 
ways set aside the first Tuesday 
of each month to call on our 
homebound members in this part 
of town. You may look for me 
on this day every month.” The 
elderly lady was pleased and 
needless to say counted the days 
until her pastor would call again. 
But one month there was a fu- 
neral. Another time it was an 
emergency hospital call. Another 
it was a husband and wife with 
a problem. Needless to say the 
result was worse than if the pas- 
tor had never called. 

Again, a church says, ‘What 
are your interests, your abilities, 
your experiences? We want to 
use you where you will serve 
most effectively and happily.” 

A new member signs a talent 
and interest card and waits for a 
response. When no recognition is 
given that the church office ever 
received his card he begins to 
wonder. Some months later 
when he is placed on a commit- 
tee for a task in which he has 
little concern or skill, he loses in- 
terest and may even become criti- 
cal. 

There are many more ways in 
which a church, by word or im- 
plication, makes promises it does 
not keep. The cost to the aver- 
age congregation, if known, would 
be staggering. Good will, confi- 
dence, loyalty, and enthusiasm 
are valuable assets for any 


church, but they may be lost 
when a worker makes a promise 
he fails to keep. We make five 
suggestions: 


1. Make promises only when 
there is a good chance that 
they may be kept. 

2. Record the promise in a date- 
book or on a calender where it 
cannot be forgotten. 

3. Fulfill the promise once it is 
made. 

4. If an emergency arises, call the 
persons involved in time for 
them to change their plans too. 

5. Make amends in the best way 
possible to any who have been 
disappointed. 
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of the Brotherhood 





International Convention's Budget Body 
Issues ‘Message to the Churches” 


Commission Appeals for Greater Concept of Our Mission 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—“‘We must have—and be vividly motivated by— 
a much greater concept of our mission to the world as Disciples of 
Christ,” the brotherhood was told in “A Message to the Churches,” 
approved here at the final session of the annual meeting of the Com- 
mission on Budgets and Promotional Relationships of the International 


Convention. 


The Commission had just given 
approval for total operational and 
capital budgets from 85 brotherhood 
agencies for the 1959-60 budget year. 
Unified Promotion agency budgets 
were reviewed and approved earlier 
by the Brotherhood Finance Commis- 
sion. 

“In the ‘Decade of Decision’ into 
which we are rapidly moving,” the 
Message stated, “Disciples of Christ 
must break the fixed patterns of the 
past and think boldly of the future. 
Studies must be made, and courses 
of action followed, whereby our tre- 
mendous potentials of persons and 
possessions must match the areas of 
greatest needs. 

“Our people—our churches—are 
called to new expressions of pro- 
found faith in their mission,” the 
Message continued. 

The Message affirms its confidence 
in the destiny of the Disciples of 
Christ to “demonstrate through ev- 
ery responsible service arm of our 
great brotherhood,” that the chal- 
lenges of the future will be shared 
by every individual church member. 


In 1959-60 Approved Budget: 
Churches to Raise $11 Million 


$39 Million Budget 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Of the 39- 
million dollars in 1959-60 opera- 
tional and capital askings from 
brotherhood agencies approved 
at meetings of the two budget ap- 
proving commissions, only $11 
million will be raised from local 
Christian church sources. 

Of this amount $6,238,141 was ap- 
proved for operational budgets of 
the agencies in Unified Promotion. 
Their budget askings were reviewed 
and approved by the Commission on 
Brotherhood Finance. Unified Pro- 
motion state, provincial and na- 
tional agencies were granted $1,818,- 
889 for capital purposes. 

The 30 brotherhood agencies out- 
side of Unified Promotion, whose 
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budgets were reviewed and approved 
by the Commission on Budgets and 
Promotional Relationships, were al- 
lotted $2,502,209 for operational 
budgets during 1959-60, and were 
given approval for $568,333 for capi- 
tal needs. 

The Budget Commission also gave 
final approval of askings cleared 
through the Brotherhood Finance 
Commission. 

More than 28-million dollars for 
both operational and capital needs 
are to be raised by the 85 brother- 
hood agencies from sources other 
than local churches. 


The total approved for the 1959- 
60 fiscal year was approximately 15 
per cent higher than budgets ap- 
proved last March for the current 
fiscal period. 


Lowell C. Bryant, minister of the 
First Christian Church, Topeka, Kan., 
was elected chairman of the Broth- 
erhood Finance Commission. 

Edward S. Moreland, minister of 
Walnut Hills Christian Church, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, was re-elected chair- 
man of the Commission on Budgets 
and Promotional Relationships. 


Col. Homer Kellems, 
A Disciples’ Minister 


Killed in Algeria 


Air Force Colonel Homer Kel- 
lems, an ordained Christian 
Church minister who had served 
as an evangelist, was killed 
March 4 in Western Algeria by 
nationalist rebels. 


A French spokesman said Kellems 
was the first American killed in the 
four-year-old Algerian rebellion. 

Colonel Kellems was on a photo- 
graphic tour with two other men, 
one was a German who was also 
killed. 

They had entered a rebel area of 
Algeria from Morocco and were am- 
bushed at dusk on a lonely road in 





a mountainous region 35 miles west 
of the frontier. 

Authorities were told that rebels 
opened fire on their passing car. 

Among those surviving are his 
sister, Vivien Kellems, a Connecticut 
industrialist who has been in the 
news in her tax-fighting efforts; and 
a brother, Jesse, of Los Angeles, also 
a Disciple minister. 


121 Per Cent Increase 
During Decade 


Disciples Up Giving 

INDIANAPOLIS—Disciples have in- 
creased their giving to missionary 
and benevolent causes by nearly 11 
per cent, it was revealed here by the 
board of review of Unified Promo- 
tion, the “community chest” of the 
Christian churches. 

Spencer P. Austin, Unified Promo- 
tions’ executive secretary announced 
that nearly two and one-half mil- 
lion dollars was received and dis- 
tributed, an increase of $229,737.35 
during the first seven months of the 
current fiscal year. 

The fund-raising agency repre- 
sents some 55 national, state and 
provincial agencies. 

Funds were received from more 
than 4,000 local churches and 84 
more churches were _ represented 
than last year. 

Local church support for national 
and world-wide causes has increased 
121 per cent and Disciples have more 
than doubled their giving during the 
present decade. 


EDWARD S. MORELAND, minister 
Walnut Hills Christian Church, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, presided. 

Since 1949-50 the per capita giv- 
ing of Christian Church members 
has increased from $1.97 to $3.81 for 
the last fiscal year, an increase of 
about 94 per cent. 


ELECTED officers of the board of 
directors of Unified Promotion were: 
Mrs. W. F. Gammill, Gays, IIl., presi- 
dent; Theo O. Fisher, minister, 
Northwood Christian Church, Indian- 
apolis, vice-chairman; Miss Jessie M. 
Trout, United Christian Missionary 
Society, Indianapolis, vice-chairman; 
Dr. Spencer P. Austin, Indianapolis, 
Ind., executive secretary; and Miss 
Ann Davidson, Indianapolis, Ind., 
treasurer. 
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Brotherhood News 





At Missions Building 
Dedication Service 


Pack Urges Unity 


INDIANAPOLIS—“Forty years of ex- 
perience have demonstrated that the 
united way is the best way,” John 
Paul Pack told his audience at dedi- 
cation services for the new $500,000, 
four-story wing to Missions Building 
here March 4. 

Dr. Pack, minister of the Univer- 
sity Christian Church at Seattle and 
current president of the Interna- 
tional Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ), was 
the keynote speaker. 

Tracing the history of our coop- 
erative work as represented in Mis- 
sions Building, Dr. Pack stated that 
“this unity ended competition for ef- 
fort and produced a solidarity, en- 
thusiasm and effectiveness.” 

Urging Christian Churches to con- 
tinue their cooperation with other 
church bodies, Dr. Pack observed 


that “members of one church join 
hands with the members of other 
churches and together they are able 
to do what no single church could 
do alone.” 

“A half century of experience has 





JOHN PAUL PACK, minister, Uni- 
versity Christian Church, Seattle, 
Wash., and president of Interna- 
tional Convention, walks with Miss 
Leta Mae Brown, retired missionary 
to India in opening processional at 
dedication services of the new wing 
at Missions Building. 

Behind them are, left to right: Dr. 
Spencer P. Austin, executive secre- 
tary, Unified Promotion; Robert 
Welsh, associate minister, Downey 
Avenue Christian Church and presi- 
dent of Irvington Ministerial Asso- 
ciation; and Dr. W. A. Welsh, min- 
ister of East Dallas Christian Church 
and chairman, board of managers of 
the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety. 
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demonstrated the wisdom of coop- 
erating with other Protestant bodies 
in educational, medical and various 
other types of missionary work all 
over the world,” he said. 

“The future belongs not to ex- 
clusiveness but to inclusiveness— 
not independence and isolation but 
to interdependence,” Dr. Pack con- 
cluded. 

The 50-year-old Missions Building, 
owned by The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, the brotherhood’s 
missionary and education organiza- 
tion, is at 222 South Downey Avenue 
in the Irvington section of Indian- 
apolis. 

The new wing, to be called Alex- 
ander Campbell Hall, has a separate 
entrance at 221 Ohmer Avenue. The 
first floor of the new wing will 
house the offices of the International 
Convention. 


Unique Disciples Peace 
Fellowship Projects 


Peace “Tax” Dividends 
by Robert A. Fangmeier 


Columnist-Correspondent 


INDIANAPOLIS—On the first anni- 
versary of the “Peace Tax” cam- 
paign, aletter from the Rabbi of the 
bombed-out Jewish Temple in At- 
lanta, Ga., was a heartwarming divi- 
dend for members and friends of the 


Disciples Peace Fellowship who 
“taxed themselves” for peace last 
year. 


The DPF had sent a token-gift of 
$100 to the building-fund campaign 
of the Temple after word was re- 
ceived that it was almost destroyed 
by a bomb allegedly set off by anti- 
semetic or racial extremists. 

In responding to the gift Rabbi Jacob 
M. Rothschild said, “May the voice of 
our religious heritage, too long si- 
lent, now be heard. May the teach- 
ers of our Judeao-Christian Tradi- 
tion lead their people to an under- 
standing of the responsibilities of the 
religious life, and may the ideals 
taught so magnificently by the He- 
brew Prophets and the founder of 
Christianity become once more the 
law by which all men live.” 

Rabbi Rothschild’s letter was re- 
leased by the executive committee 
of the DPF at its winter meeting as 
part of a report to the membership 
on the approximately $1,500 in 
peace-tax receipts received in 1958- 
59. Other peace tax expenditures 
included gifts sent to the interracial 
Koinonia Farm at Americus, Ga., the 
U.S. Technical Assistance Program, 
and the National Service Board for 
Religious Objectors. 

As federal and state income tax 
time approaches, the DPF Officers 
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asked members and friends of the 
organization to tax themselves for 
peace in the amount of $2,200 for 
1959-60. This year funds are ear- 
marked for work in India and South 
Africa, interracial churches, the 
Koinonia Farm, and conscientious ob- 
jectors. 

In other actions the DPF executive 
committee authorized: a mailing to 
its membership urging them to write 
Congressmen in opposition to the 
four-year extension of the draft 
law; a letter to the International 
Convention expressing regret that 
an Army Recruiting booth had been 
given display space at the St. Louis 
Convention; and commended to the 
churches for use in youth groups 
the film “Alternatives” which de- 
picts the work of conscientious ob- 
jectors doing alternative service 
work. 


Beauford A. Norris 
Acting Seminary President 


INDIANAPOLIS—Beauford A. Norris 
has been named acting president of 
the Christian Theological Seminary 
here. 

It was announced by J. Irwin 
Miller, chairman of the board of 
trustees. President Orman L. Shel- 
ton died March 3. 

Dr. Norris joined the faculty in 
1950 as professor of preaching and 
pastoral work, became assistant 
dean in 1954 and was named dean 
last September. 


OBITUARY ... 
O. L. SHELTON 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Dr. O. L. Shel- 
ton, president of Christian Theological 
Seminary here, died Tuesday, March 3 
at the home of his daughter. 

Dr. Shelton was the first president 
of the seminary, which was _ incorpo- 
rated last September. Before that the 
school had been Butler University’s 
graduate School of religion and Dr. 
Shelton had been its dean since 1944. 

A teacher, lecturer, administrator 
and author, Dr. Shelton received his 
ministerial training at Phillips Uni- 
versity, Enid, Okla., and did further 
graduate work at Texas Christian Uni- 
versity, Fort Worth, Tex. 

Prior to 1944 he served three large 
churches as_ pastor: First Christian 
Church of Ponca City, Okla.; First 
Church of Wichita Falls, Tex., and 
Independence Boulevard Church of 
Kansas City, Mo. 

He was fraternal delegate to the 
British Conference, Churches of Christ, 
in 1951; chairman of the World Con- 
vention of Churches of Christ program 
committee when the Convention met in 
Australia in 1952; and _ vice-president 
of the International Convention of 
Christian Churches in 1953-54. In 
1954 he was accredited visitor to the 
Second Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches at Evanston, Ill. 

At the time of his death he was 
chairman of the study committee of 
the World Convention and a director 
of the Board of Higher Education. 

Dr. Shelton’s wife, Ruby, died more 
than two years ago. Surviving are 
two brothers, a sister and his daughter, 
Mrs. Ervin L. Thompson. 
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NEWS CAPSULES 





@ First Church, Albany, Ga., has re- 
quested the Joel E. Vauses to con- 
tinue service as interim ministers 
while a pastor is being sought. They 
have just completed six months dur- 
ing which there have been 15 ad- 
ditions. 


@ William Ryan, pastor of Broad- | 


way Church, Columbia, Mo., is teach- 
ing a second semester class on “re- 
ligion in modern life” at Christian 
College, Columbia. Mr. Ryan was 
associate minister of First Church, 
Bartlesville, Okla. and minister of 
First Church in Lebanon, Mo., before 
coming to Broadway Church. 


@ Chain store magnate Stanley S. 
Kresge, vice-chairman of the board 
of the S. S. Kresge Co., was the 
featured speaker at the Founder’s 
Day program at Bethany College, 
Bethany, W. Va., Feb. 26. 


@I. E. Metcalf, Sacramento, Calif., 
has been named Chaplain of the 
Senate of the State of California 
for the term of 1959-1960. He com- 
pleted an interim ministry with the 
First Congregational Church, Poca- 
tello, Ida., Dec. 28. 


@Sunset Hills Christian Church, 
Kansas City, Kan., held dedication 
services for the “first unit’ of the 
building program on Jan. 4. 


@ Dr. Donald Tritschler, professor of 
English at the University of Pitts- 
burgh, was the featured speaker at 
the sixth annual Robert Burns Din- 
ner honoring the famed Scottish 
poet at Bethany College (W. Va.) 
Jan. 18. 


@ The young people of First Church, 
Kinsley, Kan., conducted the entire 
morning worship service Jan. 25, the 
first Sunday in Youth Week. Arthur 
Aikens is ad interim minister. 


@ Leland Cook is serving as interim 
minister for Central Church, Kansas 
City, Mo. Dr. Cook, retired minister 
from San Diego, Calif., has arrived 
to assume these responsibilities until 
a permanent minister can be 
secured. 


@ George Earle Owens, executive 
chairman of the United Christian 
Missionary Society’s Division of 
General Departments, was speaker 
for the father and son banquet held 


Jan. 28 at Union Avenue Church, St. 
Louis, Mo. Pastor of the church is 
G. Curtis Jones. 





A Correction... 
E. Lee Neal, Director 


In the news item regarding re- 
organization of the Christian Board 
of Publication (CEH-FR, Feb. 22, 
1959) one appointment was errone- 
ously omitted, namely: E. Lee Neal, 
whose title is “director of the adult 
department.” 





while they last! 


MOTHER’S DAY 
BULLETINS 


Full color . .. from previous 
years . .. our selection... 
$1.00 per 100 plus postage. 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 











Guidance for Young cople 


Series of five booklets covering the period 
from dating to young parenthood. 


WHEN YOU DATE by Esther Eby Glass. For young teen-agers. With 
the Christian personality in mind, this booklet deals realistically with 
such problems as: What can we do on a date? Where shall we go? 


What shall we talk about? How can we develop our inner resources? 
What about petting? 75A305, $ .35 


CLEAR THINKING ABOUT COURTSHIP by John C. Wenger. 
older teen-agers and those “going-steady.” Here is a sincere discussion 
of spiritual growth and Christian courtship. It covers the selection of 
a suitable mate, basic principles of conduct during the engagement 
period, and laying the strong foundation for a successful marriage. 


75A302, $ .30 


SO YOU’RE GOING TO BE MARRIED by Dr. H. Clair Amstutz. 
For the engaged and “just married” couples. This booklet emphasizes 
the interrelation of the spiritual, emotional and physical aspects of love 
from the Christian point of view. 75A304, $ .50 


LIVING HAPPILY MARRIED by John R. Mumaw. For young mar- 
ried couples. The author discusses the right attitudes and personality 


clashes which married couples face in the Christian home. 75A303, 
$ .35 


BECOMING PARENTS by Dr. H. Clair Amstutz. For all parents. 
This is an excellent orientation book on the role of the parent. It helps 
the parent understand himself and the challenge he faces in Christian 
parenthood. 75A301, $ .50 


The complete set of five booklets, $2.00 


For 
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—Exterior, Mount Morris Christian Church 





A Joy Forever” 


MouNT Morris, ILLINoIS—About 
100 miles to the west of Chicago, 
here in this pleasant little commu- 
nity (population: 3,000), stands the 
first new home the Mount Morris 
Christian Church has had in 78 
years. 

In 1880, when Mount Morris was 
an isolated crossroad between Chi- 
cago and the Mississippi River, the 
charter members of the church 
moved into their first building. 

It was a frame structure, already 
26 years old, but it served the pur- 
poses of this small group of wor- 
shipers. 

In 1957, the church had 238 per- 
sons from 97 families on its mem- 
bership rolls. They needed a new 
place of worship, and they needed 
it badly. 

William M. Cooley, A.I.A., and As- 
sociates, of Park Ridge, Illinois, de- 
signed for them a beautifully inspir- 
ing house of prayer. A member of 
the Church Architectural Guild of 
America, Cooley has designed about 
100 churches, ranging in price from 
less than $50,000 to more than half 
a million dollars. 

The new church is an L-shaped, 
one-floored structure seating 380 
worshipers. It has a seven-room 
educational wing large enough to 
accommodate 165 Sunday church 
school students and teachers. 

Perhaps the most striking feature 
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of the entire structure is the inspir- 
ing chancel wall. Built of an un- 
usual blue and gold Italian mosaic 
tile, it is flanked on one side by oak 
and mahogany grill work. 

A clear, wire-glass skylight ex- 
tends the complete length of both 
sides of the chancel’s triangular 
roof, shedding natural light on the 
golden wall. 

Hanging from the wall, above the 
large baptistry, is an eight-foot cross. 
The cross, brilliantly illuminated in 
golden tones, sheds its symbolic 
light on the chancel wall. 

A nine-foot, brass-legged commun- 
ion table stands beside the pulpit. 
The pulpit is decorated with the 
triangular symbol of the Trinity, 
made of the same mosaic tile as the 
chancel wall behind it. 

The walnut-stained laminated 
beams which support the nave’s 
high, sloped roof are in sharp con- 
trast to the plank ceiling’s smooth, 
butternut finish. 

A feeling of spaciousness is 
achieve by spots of clear glass, inter- 
mixed with the tan face brick of the 
nave’s side walls. 

The light oak pews presently pro- 
vide permanent seating for 155 wor- 
shipers, but removable screens in the 
rear help make the sanctuary easily 
expandable for overflow congrega- 
tions. 

An air-conditioned section adjacent 
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to the nave houses the church’s ad- 
ministrative facilities. It includes 
offices for the minister and church, 
three individual baptismal dressing 
rooms and storage space for choir 
robes and communion ware. 

A custom-built birch kitchen ad- 
joins the social hall. The educa- 
tional wing is separated from the 
nave and administrative areas by a 
large narthex, which can be entered 
from the parking lot, as well as the 
front entrance. 

Coming off the hall leading from 
the narthex to the parking lot is 
a coat room and a room designed 
for storage of tables and chairs. 

The low, ranch-type design of the 
educational wing is in sharp con- 
trast to the triangular shape of the 
adjoining nave. Besides seven class- 
rooms, the school area houses a 
church parlor, complete with natu- 
ral fireplace; three glazed tile rest 
rooms; the boiler room; and ample 
storage facilities. Classrooms in- 
tended for younger students are 
equipped with sinks. 

The walls dividing the classrooms 
are of mahogany paneling. They 
may be easily moved by removing 
wedges which fasten them to the 
floor. 

Plastic skylights illuminate the 
corridors of the classroom area, 
which is designed on an eight-foot 
module. 
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Combining a heritage of dignity with contemporary 

architecture, the Mount Morris Christian Church is one 

of the most beautiful Christian Church buildings in 
Illinois. 


Mount Morris, Illinois, Church 


combines dignity and beauty 


in contemporary church structure. 


Wisconsin lannon stone is the base 
of the entire exterior of the struc- 
ture. The stone reaches sill height, 
and glass extends from there to the 
roof. 

The outside wall of the chancel 
repeats the Trinity symbol in the 
large brass triangle which decorates 
its center. 

A 16-foot redwood cross highlights 
the educational wing’s exterior. 

In back of the school area are off- 
the-street parking facilities for sixty 
cars. 

Another outstanding feature of 
the church grounds is a grassy area 
next to the parking lot. It contains 
a playground and recreation area. 

Total costs for the church build- 
ing were $139,610. The economy of 
the structure is even more apparent 
from the cost per square foot of 
$12.40. 

William L. Harper, for 10 years 
pastor of the Mount Morris Christian 
Church, calculates that the building 
cost about 89c a cubic foot. 

Combining the congregation’s tra- 
ditional heritage of dignity with the 
best in contemporary church arch- 
itecture, the Mount Morris Christian 
Church provides its parishioners 
with a true sense of prayerful inspi- 
ration. 

In the words of the poet: “A thing 
of beauty is a joy forever.” 














Brotherhood News 





South Bend 


Myron S. McKitrick has become 
the associate minister of First 
Church, South Bend, Ind. 

The 37-year-old graduate of Drake 
University, Des Moines, Iowa, and 
Christian Theological Seminary 
(formerly the School of Religion at 
Butler University), Indianapolis, has 
been serving as minister of First 
Church, Edmond, Qkla. 


Harvey, Il. 


C. Oral Lowe, pastor of the church 
at Jonesboro, Ark., for two years be- 
came the minister of First Church, 
Harvey, Ill., Feb. 1. 

Mr. Lowe was for 20 years the 
pastor of Boyd Memorial Church, 
Charleston, W. Va., before going to 
Arkansas. 

Mr. Lowe has given special em- 
phasis in his ministry to evangelism. 
Last year he was area director of 
the state-wide Bayne Driskill Evan- 
gelistic Campaign and also directed 
young people’s conferences at Inspi- 
ration Point, Ark. He is a member 
of the committee on recommenda- 
tions of the International Conven- 
tion and vice-chairman of the state 
board for the Arkansas Christian 
Missionary Society. 

Mrs. Lowe has been serving as 
president of the United Church 
Women of Jonesboro and vice-presi- 
dent of the State Ministers’ Wives’ 
Council. 


Durham, N. C. 


Lonnie B. Scarborough has been 
installed as the minister of Hollo- 
way Street Christian Church, Dur- 
ham, N. C. In connection with the 
installation service a special “act of 
rededication for the congregation” 
was also held. The sermon was de- 
livered by Ross J. Allen, executive 
secretary for the North Carolina 
Christian Missionary Society. 

Dedication services for the new 
building of Holloway Street Chris- 
tian Church were held Dec. 21, one 
week after Mr. Scarborough’s instal- 
lation. 


Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


Donald G. Pelsue was installed as 
pastor of First Church, Cape Girar- 
deau, Mo., Jan. 25. 

Earl R. Schultz, chairman of the 
local church board, gave the charge. 
Dr. A. C. Magill welcomed the new 
minister to the community on be- 
half of the other Protestant churches 
and Erwin Buchanan, an elder, read 
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communications from other 
churches and persons previously 
connected with Mr. Pelsue. 


Mr. Pelsue began his duties Dec. 
1, 1958, after two years’ service as 
associate minister of First Church, 
St. Joseph, Mo. 


Springfield, Mo. 


William N. Cook, Jr., for five years 
the director of Christian education, 
Independence Boulevard Church, 
Kansas City, Mo., resigned, effective 
March 31, and began similar duty 
with the National Avenue Church, 
Springfield, Mo. 

“Mr. Cook and his wife, Nancy, 
have served generously with the 
young people of the Independence 
Boulevard Church. Their very great 
popularity has been a marked char- 
acteristic of every phase of their 
work with the congregation,” said 
Will Sessions, pastor. 

Mark Randle is the pastor of Na- 
tional Avenue Church. 


Kansas City. 


Edward L, Weinrich has been in- 
stalled as minister of University 
Heights Church, Kansas City, Mo. 
Officiating at the ceremonies was 
Lester B. Rickman of Jefferson City, 
Mo., general secretary of the Mis- 
souri Association of Christian 
Churches. Mr. Weinrich began his 
duties in Kansas City Jan. 1. He 
was formerly the pastor at First 
Church in North Little Rock, Ark. 


Fairview, Okla. 


Hugh B. Warner, pastor of the 
Chelsea Christian Church, Kansas 
City, Kan., since March of 1955, will 
become pastor of Central Church, 
Fairview, Okla., in March, 1959. 

Before going to the Kansas City 
area he was for six years pastor of 
West Side Church, Topeka, Kan. 

During Mr. Warner’s leadership 
the missionary giving has been more 
than doubled at Chelsea Church. He 
has just completed two terms on 
the state board of the Kansas Chris- 
tian Missionary Society. 


Fort Wayne 


Miss Martha Jones, former direc- 
tor of Christian education at Cen- 
tral Church, Connersville, Ind., has 
become director of Christian educa- 
tion for the West Creighton Avenue 
Christian Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

A graduate of Arkansas State 
Teachers’ College, Miss Jones com- 
pleted her work toward a master’s 
degree in Christian education at the 
Christian Theological Seminary, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

A native of Little Rock, Ark., she 
served on the staff of the University 
Christian Church, Indianapolis, and 
the Central Christian, Connersville, 
Ind., and has been active in the 
youth program among the Christian 
Churches of Indiana. 

E. Clayton Gooden is the minister 
of the West Creighton Avenue 
Church. 








William F. Turner, who recently 
celebrated his 68th anniversary in 
the ministry (left) is shown with 
John Paul Pack, pastor of University 
Church, Seattle, Wash., and presi- 
dent of the International Convention 
of Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ). 
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68 Years’ Ministry 


William F. Turner, retired for 10 
years, recently celebrated his 68th 
anniversary in the ministry. 

A former secretary of West Wash- 
ington and East Washington which 
were combined into the Washington- 
North Idaho Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, Dr. Turner served a significant 
ministry of 10 years as pastor of 
the church at Joplin, Mo. 

During that period he received 
2,000 members, organized two other 
self-supporting congregations in the 
city and built the best new church 
building in Southern Missouri at that 
time. 

A graduate of The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky., he began his 
ministry in LaBelle, Mo. 





@ First Church, Glendale, Ariz., has 
secured an additional 1.4 acres of 
land with a small house on it and 
is in the process of buying a par- 
sonage. Pastor is W. James Keener. 
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The Church at Large 


News from Britain 


College Re-opened 


SELLY OAK, BIRMINGHAM—The re- 
opening of Overdale College here 
after extensive alterations has been 
an important event in the life of our 
churches in Great Britain. 

In 1945, when the coilege had been 
in existence 25 years, the committee 
decided to raise a Silver Jubilee Fund 
for the erection of a new college, 
a plan which was subsequently modi- 
fied. 


The fund has been diverted to the 
purchase of the old building, hither- 
to rented, and within its shell, 
drastic structural changes have been 
made and modern equipment in- 
stalled. 


There is now a beautiful chapel 
with baptistry and Communion ta- 
ble, an adequate library, residential 
accommodation for students and a 
separate flat for the principal and 
his family. 


THE RE-OPENING was the more 
significant because it coincided with 
the induction of the Principal, Ar- 
thur L. Brown, who was trained in 
Overdale College and has been serv- 
ing as tutor and warden for several 
years. 


It was fitting that the opening 
ceremony should have been led by 
William Robinson, and that the in- 
duction service which immediately 
followed should be led by Fred W. 
White, chairman of the committee, 
and the charge to the new principal 
should be given by William Arthur, 
president of conference. 


THE CHURCH AT Evington Road, 
Leicester, has just celebrated its 
Golden Jubilee. On my retirement 
in 1956 after being its minister for 
27 years, Eric T. Hart of Australia 
was called and his energetic and 
unsparing service has opened a new 
chapter of history. 


THE NEW “Church Extension” 
program of the British Churches is 
getting into its stride. Modest in its 
initial stages, it seeks to establish 
new churches as opportunity and 
challenge offer. The centralizing of 
our brotherhood’s finances is, I be- 
lieve, steadily gaining ground. 


THE FOUR American ministers 
who have come to us under the 
auspices of the Committee on Fra- 
ternal Aid to British Churches of 
Christ (Disciples) are rendering good 
and ericouraging service. 

If results only slowly accrue it is 
due to the difficult conditions of the 
field rather than to their hard and 
untiring efforts—WILL MANDER 
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i =“Pupils—Listen” 


Bw «6 by J. Warren Hastings 


“Talk to your class in sociology!” 
I exclaimed. “I am not prepared to 
do that.” 

“You do not need to be a special- 
ist in the field,” he said. “I want 
you to tell my students how life 
looks to you after spending nearly 
seventeen years in the nation’s capi- 
tal. I am zealous for my students. 
I want them to learn about life from 
people who have really seen life,” 
the professor said. 

Later we sat in the sitting room 
of his home. We were alone. “Your 
students on this college campus are 
the very center of your life, aren’t 
they?” 

“Yes, they are. Students inspire 
me as much today as they did thirty- 
five years ago when I began teach- 
ing. They are learning and they are 
willing to adventure in the realm of 
ideas. One senses their eagerness. 
No two class sessions are ever the 
same. I love to teach them. I never 
tire of having intellectual battles 
with them. Life is ahead of them 


This new $60,000 education build- 
ing of Indianola Heights Church, Des 
Moines, Ia., was dedicated Feb. 1. 

Ronald Graham, minister, presided. 
Dedication speaker was Loren E. 
Lair, state secretary for the Iowa 
Society of Christian Churches. 

The building has twelve class- 
rooms, accommodating about 175 
children and youth, and a chapel 


and they are preparing to face its 
struggles. 

“Before every class session starts— 
when I prepare to say ‘Pupils, listen’ 
—I asked God to help me to instill 
true and just ideas in their minds. 
I feel the need of His help as I en- 
deavor to interpret life to them.” 

“You have touched the lives of 
a myriad of young people through 
the years you have been teaching. 
Have you not?” I asked. 

“Yes, I have. Children of my early 
students are now coming to me. In 
a few instances I have had grand- 
children in my classes. Many young 
people have sat in my classes for 
two years. Sometimes three. I have 
always tried to be honest and fair 
with them. I have never forgotten 
God as I talked to them. I know 
I have had a vital part in directing 
the lives of many of them. I am 
thankful for every opportunity I 
have had to teach.” 

“The people he has touched are 
beyond number,” I said to myself as 
I left. 





seating 60. Plans were drawn up 
and finance arranged through the 
Board of Church Extension. 

An unusual feature of the service 
was the dedication of each room and 
its furnishings by the teachers of 
the church school. The pupils and 
their parents visited their classrooms 
where the teacher conducted the 
dedication service. 
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(Continued from page 15.) 


or sandy-haired, with dolichoce- 
phalic skulls, whereas the local Se- 
mitic stock are brachycephalic, dark- 
eyed and -haired, and thick-set. 

With their emaciated frame, nar- 
row wrists and ankles, the Samari- 
tans look very aristocratic; with the 
peculiar aristocracy of an old, worn- 
out race. 

In 1820, there were 500, but there 
remained only 150 when the British 
traveler Robinson visited Nablus in 
1838, and sometime later, as few as 
95. 

Thus, the tribe was menaced with 
extinction, the more so since, as in 
all old races, the number of men far 
exceeded that of women. Thus, 
from the cradle, a girl would be 
contracted for at a price (like the 
Arabs, the Samaritans are to pay 
for their brides) which in some pe- 
riods ran as high as two thousand 
dollars—a fabulous fortune for most 
of them. 

Quite a few young men were 
obliged to remain bachelors. So, my 
friend Husni married, thirty years 
ago, a Russian Jewess, thus for the 
first time in two millenniums bring- 
ing in a wife from outside the tribe. 
Although cursed at the beginning 
by the elders who somberly pre- 
dicted the assimilation of the Sa- 
maritans into the mainbody of Juda- 
ism, his initiative proved successful. 
Some others followed his lead, mar- 
rying even twice. 

Now that new blood has been in- 
jected, the number of the Samari- 
tans is steadily increasing, and the 
younger generation has an equal 
number of boys and girls. The old 
traditions have not been forsaken, 
for the Jewish women newly ad- 
mitted into the bosom of the com- 
munity have proved even more Or- 
thodox Samaritans than those born 
in it. 

The bulk of the community lives 
at Nablus, in the shade of the 
Gerisim. Some are petty traders, 
especially arak vendors, for, as al- 
cohol is prohibited by the Koran, no 
Moslem folks ever dare trade in that 
commodity. 

Some are petty officials, but none 
are manual workers. Some 60 live 
at Jaffa-Tel-Aviv, in Israel, one or 
two families at Tulkarm, a townlet 
near Nablus. They nurture such a 
hatred for Jerusalem that no Sa- 
maritan has ever lived there. 

As a mark of great favor, we were 
taken to the Synagogue and shown 
the oldest known copy of the Penta- 
teuch, that they claim was written 
by Abisha, son of Phineas, son of 
Eleazar, son of Aaron, the brother 
of Moses, in 3350 B.c. For all their 
destitution, they have refused to sell 
it for half a million dollars to an 
American museum. 
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This copy of the Pentateuch, 
which differs in some verses from 
the universally accredited version 
of the Holy Scripts, is written in old 
Samaritan characters, claimed to 
be the genuine Jewish alphabet, 
modern Hebrew being the “ktav 
Bavli”—the cuneiform of Babylon, 
of more recent vintage. 

The community has no printing 
equipment to turn out texts in their 
most peculiar alphabet. 

Thus, every male Samaritan is to 
write at least once in his life the 
sacred texts in inks of different col- 
ors, after having undergone compli- 
cated purification rites, that must 
be renewed every time that the 
scribe is to write the sacred name 
of Jahweh. 

I am shown some of these manu- 
scripts which are pure marvels of 
taste and calligraphy. My Samari- 
tan friends show me also the history 
of their nation, written in Arabic. 
And Munir Effendi reveals: 

“Are you aware that, without our 
help, Nebuchadnezzar would have 
never taken Jerusalem? You know 
how many years the siege dragged 
on: subterranean passages brought 
the defenders the help of the sur- 
rounding countryside. From the 
top of the walls, the Jews would 
show the Assyrians provisions, pre- 
tending that they had been sent 
from heaven. 

“Thus Nebuchadnezzar, disheart- 
ened, was about to lift the siege. 
Two Samaritans, spending a life- 
time sentence for sacrilege in gaol, 
had been pressed to fight on the 
walls. Our men made a plan of the 
subterranean passages and shot it 
with an arrow to the Assyrians. 

“Nebuchadnezzar walled up the 
openings of these passages, sneering 


at the Jews: Now, do tell your Lord 
to send you food! The defenders, 
facing starvation, were obliged to 
capitulate. For this help, our coun- 
trymen were not deported with the 
Jews to Babylon, but to nearby 
Hauran, in Syria.” 

“Yes,” another Samaritan puts in, 
“we helped to destroy the first Tem- 
ple, and we shall destroy the third 
Temple if it should once more stand 
on Mount Moriah!” And a whole 
chorus echoed: “Yes, we shall de- 
stroy the third Temple!” 

There is a savage greatness in the 
somber fanaticism of that handful 
of so weak and destitute folks. One 
can well understand how fanaticism 
is the mightiest lever of mankind.... 

“John Hyrcan destroyed our Tem- 
ple on Mount Gerizim, makh shemo 
vezikhro—may he be cursed to the 
end of generations!” 

They actually sob bitterly when 
referring to this destruction—which 
took place circa 200 B.c.! I feel 
my head spinning: centuries roll 
back like mere seconds at the con- 
tact of all these people, who live 
only in the past... 

“It is no wonder that our number 
is so small,” says the High Priest, 
“for centuries, we have fought the 
Jews, the Seleucids, the Romans and 
the Byzantines. Our dispersal as a 
nation took place after the bloody 
Byzantine wars. But we have proved 
that we are the only real Jews. We 
alone follow the teachings of Our 
Lord Moses, not the ‘sham’ proph- 
ets who came after him. The great 
king of kings Kyarsha [Cyrus], 


wanting to know which faith was 
the real one, assembled our priests 
and the Jewish priests and had our 
into the 
Our Pentateuch jumped to 


book and theirs thrown 
flames. 





The well of the Samaritan woman has been quenching the thirst of man- 
kind for 2,000 years. 
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his knees as he sat upon the throne, 
while the Jewish book was burned 
to ashes.” 

The twilight was at hand. The 
company broke up to put on their 
snow-white cloaks for prayers in the 
corral. I have heard the prayers 
of all sects of the Jewish commu- 
nity, but those of the Samaritans 
are unique. Though they recite 
aloud from the Pentateuch, I can- 
not catch a single word, in spite of 
my knowledge of the Hebrew 
idiom. For they have not only a 
special accent, but also their own 
peculiar brand of Hebrew. 

The venerable High Priest holds 
their antique Pentateuch at arm’s 
length, swinging it to and fro in 
the air. The whole community— 
with the exception of the women 
who do not pray in public—pros- 
trate themselves on their elbows and 
knees—in the typical gesture of the 
Moslem prayer. 

The reader must imagine that 
deeply moving scene—these pros- 
trate white forms against the most 
beautiful landscape in the Holy- 
land, with Mount Carmel and the 
sea visible on one side and, on the 
other, the blue and mauve Moun- 
tains of Moab concealing Jerusalem. 

In the serene air of twilight, what 
a poignant melancholy was in the 
prayers of this little dying race! 
The forehead in the dust, they re- 
member their lost greatness, their 
dead great men. Their loyalty to 
their faith, to such age-old tradi- 
tions, how soul-stirring this is! 

Abruptly, the Oriental night de- 
scends, the white forms become in- 
distinct. In the camp and down in 
the town, a golden filigree of lights 
are lit against the velvet backdrop 
of the mountains. In the voices of 
the Samaritans, there ring all the 
sharp nostalgia of the House of Is- 
rael, all the messianic dreams... . 

I should prefer to end upon this 
note, for on the morrow, it is a 
theater. A noisy crowd of onlook- 
ers has invaded the Mount, examin- 
ing the Samaritans as if they were 
animals in a zoo. I must confess 
that my friends, like ham-actors on 
the stage, enjoyed thoroughly the 
spotlight. After such, all-too-public 
prayers, the seven sheep are slaugh- 
tered, each by a single stroke upon 
the throat. They are filled with 
air from a bicycle pump to permit 
an easier scorching of their skins, 
and put whole in the Maori ovens 
to be roasted slowly. 

But I was a little disgusted at all 
this show. I went to visit the well 
of the Samaritan woman, which is 
not far off, and there once again the 
immortal words of Jesus sing in my 
heart: 


“WOMAN, BELIEVE ME, THE 
HOUR COMETH WHEN YE SHALL 
NEITHER IN THIS MOUNTAIN NOR 
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$3,500,000 Units Dedicated at TCU 


Fort WortH—Texas Christian 
University has dedicated the lat- 
est additions to its physical plant 
—four new buildings valued at 
over $3,500,000. 


They include the $1,300,000 ex- 
pansion of the Mary Couts Burnett 
Library; the Bailey Building, former- 
ly Brite Hall, remodeled at a cost 
of $200,000, and two new dormito- 
ries—Sherley Hall housing 350 wom- 
en and the new Clark Hall housing 
236 men. The residence halls cost 
some $1,000,000 each. 

Approximately 500 people. at- 
tended the dedicatory ceremonies 
March 5. 

Also in attendance were members 
of the TCU trustees, other boards 
and foundations of the university, 
student leaders and faculty. 

Guest speaker was Dr. Harvie 
Branscomb, chancellor of Vanderbilt 
University. Following the luncheon, 
guided tours of the buildings will 
be conducted. ? 

The library, which was enlarged 
to three times its original size and 
completely redecorated, now has ex- 
pansion space to house over 800,- 
000 volumes. 

Funds for enlarging the library 
were subscribed through the Chris- 
tian Churches of Texas, New Mexico 
and Louisiana. 

The building is named for Mrs. 
Mary Couts Burnett who in 1923 
established the Burnett Trust as part 
of the university’s permanent en- 
dowment. She also provided funds 
for the original library building 
which opened in 1925. 

The remodeled home of the School 
of Education is named for Mary 
Ann and Robert Bailey, pioneer West 
Texans. Much of the money for the 
project was given by the children 
and grandchildren of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. Bailey. Mrs. Nora Gee of 
San Angelo, a daughter, contributed 
most of the necessary funds. 

The original structure, erected in 
1914 to house Brite College of the 
Bible, was taken over by the School 
of Education in 1955 when the Re- 
ligion Center was built on campus. 





YET AT JERUSALEM WORSHIP 
THE FATHER ... GOD IS A SPIRIT 
AND THEY THAT WORSHIP HIM 
MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT 
AND IN TRUTH... ..” 


x *k * 


New Cleveland Church 


CLEVELAND, OHIo—Another new 
congregation in the Greater Cleve- 
land area was begun in February, 
when the Olmsted Christian Church 
held its first Sunday morning wor- 
ship service with 58 persons present. 
Twenty-two indicated their desire 
to become charter members. 

Ray Wolford, executive secretary 
of the Cleveland Disciples Union, is 
organizing pastor. The congregation 
is meeting in an area just beginning 
a rapid growth in population, about 
15 miles southwest of downtown 
Cleveland. 

Three other Cleveland area 
churches gave or loaned equipment 
to the new congregation. Members 
of six other churches assisted in the 
opening worship _ service. Other 
leaders have been loaned by area 
Disciple congregations to serve as 
elders, deacons, teachers, musicians 
and in other capacities for a few 
months. 

The new congregation will be lo- 
cated in an area otherwise without 
a single church.—CLYDE H. Evans 


Three Ministers Recipients 


TCU Honorary Degrees 


Fort WortH—The board of trus- 
tees of Texas Christian University 
here has voted honorary doctoral 
degrees for three Disciples ministers. 

They are: Darrell K. Wolfe, direc- 
tor of Bethany Press, St. Louis; John 
M. Hughes, pastor of First Church, 
Port Arthur, Tex.; and Frank Jewett, 
Austin, Tex., teacher and leader who 
held the Texas Bible Chair at the 
University of Texas for 40 years. 

Mr. Wolfe will receive the D.Litt. 
degree and Mr. Hughes will be 
awarded the honorary doctor of di- 
vinity degree. The honorary LL.D. 
will be conferred upon Mr. Jewett. 


Louisiana Dedication 


The service of dedication for the 
Jefferson Christian Church, Metairie, 
La., was held Feb. 1. President Wil- 
liam T. Pearcy of the Board of 
Church Extension was the speaker. 

The pastor is Richard E. Wilburn. 
The first worship service of the 
church was held June 6, 1954. 


(411) 27 

















pee 





‘‘¥ou Are What You Read’’ 


About Christ 


Faces About the Christ. By Holmes 
Ralston. John Knox Press. 215 
pages. $3.50. 


Through the centuries artists have 
sought to paint the face of Christ 
as they thought him to be. In quite 
another way Holmes Ralston pre- 
sents the Christ by writing Faces 
About the Christ. 

In this 215-page book he gives 
word portraits of 42 faces in the 
life of Christ. He presents the in- 
dividuals in this manner: Faces 
about the manger, along the way, 
of the twelve, and of the passion 
week. The final chapter is “The 
Face of Christ.” 

Here is an inspirational book for 
every Christian, a reference and re- 
source book for pastors and teach- 
ers. Its complete though concise 
manner will be appreciated. Scrip- 
ture background references are 
given for each person described. 

Holmes Ralston’s conviction about 
the living Christ today is clearly 
presented in the Prologue. The 
pages of this book reveal humanity: 
humanity confronted and _ trans- 
formed by Christ. In this humanity 
we see ourselves and our need for, 
and potential transformation by, 
Christ. Mr. Ralston presents this so 
clearly that there is no doubt about 
the person of Christ as a reality in 
our lives today.—Howarp C. CoLE 


For Children 


Fairest Lord Jesus. 
King Andrews. 
Unpaged. $3. 


One of the most beautiful books 
to come from the press in recent 
days. The large four-color pictures 
as well as the black and white il- 
lustrations by John White tell the 
story. The brief text is, for the 
most part, adaptations or conden- 
sations of the scriptural account. 
The scripture references are printed 
below each portion of text. The 
front flap of the jacket indicates 
that the book is planned for children 
six and up. Many of the miracle 
stories are. mentioned. The brief 
text of the crucifixion is illustrated. 


By Frances 
Broadman Press. 
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Knowing these things, parents and 
teachers may be able to use the 
book effectively with six- or imma- 
ture seven-year-olds. Older children 
should be able to use and profit 
from it.—JESSIE B. CARLSON 


Under God 


Existence Under God. By Albert 
Edward Day. Abingdon Press. 144 
pages. $2.50. 


“For one man, who does not pro- 
fess to be a theologian but only a 
student who wants to know, mys- 
ticism has done something theologi- 
cally, has given warmth and con- 
creteness and intelligibility to theo- 
logical structure, has provided an- 
swers not found elsewhere.” 

Thus in personal testimony, Dr. 
Albert Edward Day states the thesis 
of Existence Under God. The book 
is a careful, at times almost too 
intellectual analysis of the possibil- 
ity of, the techniques for, and the 
results of a life of fellowship with 
God. 

The author may justly be ranked 
among the leading mystics of our 
day. He testifies that he is certain 
God has given everyone, regardless 
of temperament, background or I. Q., 
a capacity to enter into fellowship 
with Him. Such fellowship he de- 
clares is not an illusion, but rather 
an intellectually respectable and de- 
cisively Christian experience which 
produces not only conversion and in- 
spiration but also change. 

This change, he declares, comes 
in a spiritual healing of the mind, 
the emotions, and the body and is 
vitally concerned about others as 
well as self. The true mystic is a 
real social reformer. He is likewise 
in love with God. 

One who reads this book finds 
opening before him the way for an 
experience of a new dimension in 
his religious life. He will sense how 
possible it is (perhaps he has been 
guilty of it) to join in public wor- 
ship, to practice private prayer, to 
read books about God, to listen to 
sermons that recommend God, to 
hear the witness of men and women 
who have been in God’s company 
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and yet never to become actually 
aware of the Divine Presence. 

Vivid illustrations and telling quo- 
tations from many areas of life and 
thought including both old and mod- 
ern mystics bring illumination and 
support to his careful logic and well- 
chosen testimony. He sums up his 
purpose, “It is to be of use to God 
and to become the kind of person 
whom God may use that this whole 
experience with God has been inade- 
quately but painstakingly pre- 
sented.” 

This book is an excellent one to 
be used by personal groups within 
the Church. It will be a guide that 
will not lead off the deep end but 
into nonetheless new, thrilling, and 
rewarding experiences with God.— 
LESLIE R. SMITH 


Knowing Yourself 


The Man in the Mirror. By Alex- 
ander Miller. Doubleday. 186 pages. 
$3.95. 


Modern man needs no oracle to 
command him, “Know thyself.” As 
the author of this book points out, 
we are living in a time where there 
has been a marked shift from social 
and political activity to a concern 
with the self and its problems. The 
usual approach to self-analysis is 
introspection. 

Dr. Miller, while. acknowledging 
the value of the pursuit of self- 
knowledge, regards the method of 
introspection as leading to endless 
self-deception. Convincingly he de- 
velops the thesis that man discovers 
who and what he is through con- 
frontations by other men and 
through a study of the historical 
tradition in which he is born. It is 
not in the closet of self-contempla- 
tion, but by actually wrestling with 
the currents of our time that we can 
best measure the stature of the soul. 

This sophisticated book, one of the 
“Christian Faith Series’ edited by 
Reinhold Niebuhr, is particularly 
worthy of serious attention by those 
who work with college students. It 
is a good antidote to the virus of 
introspection which has produced a 
silent generation, pious but ineffec- 
tive.—CoLBERT S. CARTWRIGHT 
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New Petition 


Worshipers in the Roman Cath- 
olic church, Lannion, France, 
were horrified when a woman’s 
voice was heard in a tremulous, 
semi-Gregorian style, chanting: 
“Oh, my Sunday dinner.” 

She had suddenly discovered 
that her bag did not contain her 
prayer book, but, instead, a pa- 
per-wrapped piece of beef. 

When she arrived home, out of 
breath, she found the prayer 
book, plus assorted holy pictures, 
floating among the vegetables in 
the pot which bubbled merrily on 
the stove. 


Not So Good 


A “Lay-a-way till Christmas” 
Is a frugal, helpful plan, 

But “Stay-a-way till Easter” 
Serves neither Church nor man. 


—CaRL R. BROWN 


Modern Age 


In this rock ’n’ roll world, you 
haven’t arrived until your gone. 


—Instrumentalist 


HCL? 


Anyone past middle age can 
tell you two can’t live as cheaply 
as once. 





“Notice how good I can stop now, 
Mom, with these new shoes?” 


Tariro. By Arvid H. Albrekt. 
Books Received Muhlenberg Press, 220 pages. $3. 


P The Broken Wall. A Study of the 
waan pg gg au Epistle to the Ephesians. By Markus 
154 pages. $2.50. ; oa The Judson Press. 272 pages. 


The Creative Years. By Ruel L. “ T ” 
ott The Seabury Press. 239 pages. mae eee wee storlign 
$3.50. Endecott Osgood. T. S. Denison and 
The Compact Bible New Testament Company. 


288 pages, 3.50. 
Quiz. By Samuel E. Curl. Samuel Curl, oan . 


a pore. The Shortest Path to Heaven By 
Publisher, 2216 Lowell Avenue, Louis- ae 
+ ag 5, Kentucky. 30 pages. 25¢; 6 for oot A ey ph se h $3°50. n. Exposition 
“(Paper). ‘ : 3.50. 
Sis Geen ming of Our Lerd. By God and Freud. By Leonard Gross. 


Dale Crowley. Capital Voice Press, P. pe McKay Company, Inc. 215 pages. 

O. Box One, Washington, D. C. 166 ae 

pages. $2. Hoping to Be Somebody. By K. Mor- 
Good Things for Church Groups. By aa Abingdon Press, 142 

Beatrice M. Casey. T. S. Denison and % 

Company. 366 pages. $3.95. Taking of , A ay | Book “>> 

‘i ing o otes o ermons, e 

gaan a c Ps abet = — Studies, Youth Topics, etc. Prepared 
oems, y ida ©. Schneiderha n.=.* by Wendell Stearns. Baker Book House. 

position Press, Inc. 80 pages. $2.75. 112 pages. 85¢, single copy. $8.50, dozen. 
Good Morning, God. Religious Poems. 


The Epistles of Paul. By W. J. Cony- 
By Hugh O. Isbell. Vantage Press, Inc. beare. Baker Book House. 231 pages. 
88 pages. $2.50. $2.50. 





“THIS IS MY BODY" 


A sermon length, 16mm. color, sound, motion picture on Stew- 
ardship and Communion. This filmed sermon is preached by 
one of our ablest preachers with decisive clarity and appeal. 


Produced by 
Christian Church Films Foundation 


Rental $12.50 from 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
P. O. Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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Two new additions GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
Volume |: Chapters 1 to 10 
Dr. Barclay explains Mat- 
to the popular thew and his a in the 
gospel tradition, and _pre- 
sents the characteristics of 
his strongly apocalyptic nar- 
rative. 440 pages. 


GOSPEL OF MATTHEW. 
Volume Il: Chapters 11 to 28 
Anecdotes from life and quo- 
tations from literature en- 
hance this useful volume of 
the second half of the Gospel 
of Matthew. 432 pages. 


Previously published: 


The Gospel Of Mark 
The Acts Of The Apostles 

The Gospel Of Luke 

The Letters To The Corinthians 

Edited by a The Gospel Of John Vol. | 
A fresh, Bement, Wit The Gospel Of John Vol. I! 
New i The Letter To The Hebrews 
The Letter To The Romans 


Each volume, $2.50 
Now at your bookstore 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation 1s free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Regretfully Opposes 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


I regret that an occasion arose 
that makes it necessary to write a 
letter such as this; but the editorial 
entitled “The Cleveland Conference” 
(CE, Dec. 22) appears to me to be 
in poor taste for a magazine pur- 
porting to represent a Christian 
body. 

You seem to be concerned that 
some were “outraged” at the stand 
of that conference. I should think 
that Christian people ought to re- 
joice that a few have spoken out, 
and only deplore, as I do, that a 
loud wave of protest has not yet 
been heard against those who would 
try to use church agencies to pro- 
mote their worldly minded ambi- 
tions. 

That this “Conference” was able to 
be so unanimous on items in direct 
contradiction to known feeling of 
both the public and of ministers 
would only indicate it must have 
been a hand-picked group known for 
their left-wing leanings. 

The argument in favor of the 
“Red China cause” is a good demon- 
stration that the Communist line 
can be sugar-coated while at the 
same time not making a departure 
from its tenets. 

True, the Bible does have quite 
a bit to say about social issues, espe- 
cially about individual conduct one 
with another. But the way some 
groups, such as this, desire to pro- 
ject their views of social or political 
issues, many not bearing any rela- 
tion to the operation of the churches, 
has no scriptural basis, and cannot 
do the church any good. In fact it 
can only create contentions about 
things that have no place in a cause 
dedicated to the redemption of man- 
kind. 

I protest against such a debased 
use of church influence.—R., E. Bar- 
NEY 


Agrees with Mrs. Behner 


Editor, The CE-FR: 

I agree with Mrs. C. E. Behner’s 
letter (CE-FR, Feb. 8, 1959). 

I often wonder if God will hold 
Christians responsible for the condi- 
tions into which America has fallen 
through the intemperance of its citi- 
zens. A 

We in years~past always had a 
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temperance committee in each 
church; if such a committee now 
is appointed we never hear about it. 
Temperance Sunday is not observed. 
Teachers and pastor very seldom 
mention the subject. Surely it is 
the responsibility of Christians to 
do all possible to stop TV advertising 
of liquor. Let the church people be 
heard from.—Mrs. M. B. Davis, War- 
ren, Ohio 


Likes Lollis 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


If the editorials and articles since 
January 4th are any indication of 
things to come (their calibre, that 
is), we have lots to look forward 
to. I’ve just finished reading James 
Lollis’ “ ‘I’ Trouble,” in the February 
1 issue, and can hardly wait to fin- 
ish that issue-——Mrs. GILBERT HARRIS, 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn. 


Liquor Traffic 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


For some time I have been think- 
ing of writing an article on the gen- 
eral subject of the Christian’s re- 
sponsibility in regard to the liquor 
traffic. Upon reading the letter of 
Mrs. Charles E. Behner (CE-FR, Feb. 
8, 1959), I decided to put the ideas 
briefly in the form of a letter. 

Fellow Christians, we should never 
say when faced with any evil, 
“There is nothing we can do about 
| as 

Therefore, (1) we should be truly 
concerned, both for the drinkers and 
those who are making them. (2) We 
should pray earnestly about the 
matter, seeking to learn God’s will 
for us individually as to the matter. 
(3) We should be willing to do God’s 
will as it is revealed to us, and speak 
and act fearlessly regardless of what 
it may cost. (4) We should let our 
legislators know that we want defi- 
nite action to correct the situation, 
and we should keep tab on how they 
vote. 

As Mrs. Behner said, “It is time 
we faced the fact that the making 
of alcoholics is an issue.’””—ERNEST 
L. Pierce, Santa Paula, Calif. 


More on Army Booth 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


The Christian Evangelist-F ront 
Rank contains much spiritual food. 
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Letters... 


It is an excellent magazine. 

Concerning the U.S. Army booth 
at the St. Louis Convention I wish 
to voice my disapproval and com- 
mend Gerald M. Ford, San Jose, 
Calif., for his letter on military con- 
cern (CE-FR, Feb. 1, 1959). 

I do not feel the editor’s com- 
ments answer his question. Surely 
“some Christians have lost their 
way.’—Mrs. Roy L. PIERCE, Valpa- 
raiso, Ind. 


Uses White Space 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


That is a nice white space on the 
back of your magazine. I send the 
paper to those absent who do not 
want to miss it. It always goes for 
3c. I fold it into thirds and tie 
around it two ways with thread. (En- 
velope would make more weight.) 
Top left for return address, top right 
for stamp and middle for scholar’s 
address.—Mrs. MAuD BARNES, Cleve- 
land, Ohio 


EpDIToR’s COMMENT: Good! 
what it’s there for! 


That’s 


Demon Belief 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

In the exposition of the Sunday 
school lesson (C-E, Dec. 1, 1958) un- 
belief in the divine inspiration of 
the Bible is indicated. That is, un- 
less superstition inheres in God’s 
word, or parts of it. 

The fact is, when this lesson 
writer declares New Testament 
teaching of demon possession is su- 
perstition, in effect he indicts Jesus 
and his apostles as condoning, abet- 
ting and even practicing, a deeep- 
tion! 

All men, especially teachers, who 
will be judged with greater strict- 
ness (James 3:1) should accept God’s 
word at its face—HENRY O. YOUNG, 
Kerrville, Tex. 


Editor's Comment: Recently An- 
glican Canon E. G. Burrough ex- 
pressed the belief that many mental 
patients are possessed of demons. 
The Convocation of Canterbury re- 
jected a proposal to investigate. We 
believe one can reject the demon 
theory of disease without “indicting 
Jesus.” No Christian would do that. 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 
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Sunday church schools which use Bethany 
lessons EXCLUSIVELY in every department 
and class can be sure youngsters entrusted to 
them will get up-to-the-minute, well- 
rounded, complete training in Christian 
living. Each Bethany course is planned for 
balance and high pupil interest. Each builds 
upon truths learned in the courses studied 
before. Whatever your position in the 
church, make it a point to see that your 
children study only Bethany coordinated 
materials. Let's leave the skip and miss out 
of religious training! You can rely upon the 
curriculum developed by your brotherhood 
publishing house. Write for a free copy of 
“The Light of Effective Christian Teaching” 
or free samples for the grades you teach or 
supervise. Christian Board of Publication, 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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UESTION: Congratulations 
on being chosen to serve as in- 
terim state secretary of Indiana, 
but will you please tell us why 
you accepted? 


|: rn This answer is 
being written ten days before I 
leave Yuma, Arizona (where I 
have been in an interim minis- 
try), to go back to Indiana and 
report for duty. No doubt after 
I have served in my new posi- 
tion for a few weeks I, too, will 
be asking “Why did I accept?” 
1. This position will be of 
short duration and these days 
I am strong for jobs that don’t 
last too long. I have noted that 
when I serve as interim minis- 
ter the church people get anx- 
ious quickly to get a regular 
pastor. I have been in my pres- 
ent place six weeks and the 
church has called a pastor and 
purchased a parsonage. 


2. The state board said they 
wanted someone who would not 
be a candidate for the perma- 
nent position. They seemed to 
think that was my one qualifi- 
cation and they were right! 

3. Indiana is my home state. 
It was here that I grew up in 
the church. It was here that I 
had my first pastorate and all 
my other pastorates except for 
the fifteen years I was in Oak 
Park, Illinois. I had my under- 
graduate work at Butler College 


and that college has given me 
more honors than I deserve. 
They tell me that time is run- 
ning out on me and if that is so 
I had better do what I can while 
I can. 

4. Across a half century of 
time I have known those who 
have served as state secretary 
in Indiana. I do not have the 
record at hand but I think I am 
correct when I list the names of 
T. J. Legg, L. E. Murray, J. O. 
Rose, C. W. Cauble, G. I. Hoover 
and E. D. Lowe. I have had 
profound respect for all these 
servants of the church (L. E. 
Murray baptized me), and if my 
brethren feel that I am worthy 
to stand for only a brief time 
in shoes that are much too large 
for me I feel that I must do my 
best to meet their request. 

5. Furthermore I want to es- 
tablish a new record. I think I 
will be the youngest (?) man 
ever called to serve as a State 
Secretary. I would deny it if 
I could, but it has been printed 
too often and the records show 
that I will be 72 years of age 
the day before I take office. 


es Four of your 
former students at Eureka Col- 
lege were delighted to read in 
your column that you are com- 
ing back to Eureka College to 


by F. E. Davison 


teach this spring. The dean 
says he knows nothing about it. 
Can you explain this confusion? 


A NSWER: You will have to 
ask the editors how an article 
I wrote two years ago was pub- 
lished in a recent issue. Yours 
was not the only question I had 
about that issue of the column. 
Enuff said. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: We in- 
herited some old “Davy copy,” 
undated, which we assumed to 
have been written in 1958. But 
it was written in 1957! When it 
comes to dealing with Davy, you 
can’t assume anything except 
that everyone reads him. That’s 











“Any old port in a storm, 
I always say!” 














